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Maven is pleased and honored to start off her second year of publishing The Old Movie Maven with a tribute to a fellow Texan . . . Trini Lopez, a musician of tremendous talent and style.


Maven and Mr. Lopez are neighbors in Texas-speak since we were born in the neighboring towns of Fort Worth and Dallas.


We’ve never actually met but through a mutual friend, Bill Lutters, who lives in Florida.


Leave it to Maven to do it through a Florida Friend!


Maven would also like to thank Mr. Lopez’ personal assistant, Ms. Oralee Walker, for her direct line to the artist. . . .  There are too many nuts out there for them not to be careful!

Mr. Lopez has been kind enough to give us a look behind the scenes in the classic film, The Dirty Dozen (1967), that also starred other potent talent like Donald Southerland, John Cassevetes, Telly Savalas . . . .

Aw, heck, you don’t want Maven meanderings . . . you want the goods on the good stuff behind the cameras . . . so go on down to the Person of the Month . . . Trini Lopez!
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(Left to right:  Richard Jaeckal [white helmet], John Cassevetes, Tom Busby, Jim Brown, Donald Sutherland, Ben Carruthers, Clint Walker, Charles Bronson, 

Colin Maitlin, Stuart Cooper, Al Majioni, Trini Lopez, Telly Savalas, and 

Lee Marvin is front and center as their fearless leader.)

Is there anything that Trini Lopez can’t do?


He has more hit records than many of us have albums or CDs in our collections, in at least four languages (English, Spanish, German and Italian) and in more countries than some of us can find on maps and has awards to cover his walls like so much wall paper.


Just try checking out his website at www.trinilopez.com . . . you’ll have to keep coming back to see what’s new there.
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Mr. Lopez is also a composer and arranger of music that include his world-famous version of La Bamba and was signed to Reprise records by Frank Sinatra himself.


Maven has it on good authority (okay, excellent sources!) that Trini Lopez was recognized by Reprise for keeping the record company financially afloat so other recording artists could keep putting out their less successful albums.  


So what is Trini Lopez doing in The Old Movie Maven?


Well . . . Maven is fudging.


Mr. Lopez played Pedro Jiminez in The Dirty Dozen (1967), and it is way too recent a movie for Maven to usually even consider putting in this magazine but it has an all-star cast, a riveting script and  incredible scenery in England.


Not to mention it does have Trini Lopez!
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(Trini Lopez, with beard, in 

The Dirty Dozen [1967].)


Maven was lucky to get his very interesting answers to her questions about the making of the movie:

Q. Where did you film the movie and how long did it take?

A. We filmed all over England and it took over a year to film.

Q.    Was it a friendly set, because you all look like you were really going through some messes in the training scenes?!

A.     It was a very friendly set, we got along great and had a very good time.  I don’t remember any messes; however, one guy did get hurt when they were taking a machine gun off one of the jeeps.  The gun hit him in the face and they had to take him to the doctor.  I do not know which man it was who was hurt, it was one of the support actors.

Q.      You all represented such a talented group . . .  were the others easy to get along with on the set?

A.      Even though there were a lot of stars on set, everyone was very friendly.  The only person that was not real friendly was Charles Bronson.  Everyone on the set seemed to be afraid of him, except me.  He later became my very good friend.
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(Trini Lopez, without beard 

in The Dirty Dozen.)

Q.     Is there anything that your fans would love to know about this movie but haven’t been asked?

A.      Some of the things that I think most people did not realize is that we could have really gotten hurt.  When I did my scene of climbing up the rope, there was no safety net under me and if I lost my grip or slipped to the ground there was nothing to catch me and I could have broken my neck or leg.  Also running down the hills with the heavy M-1’s and authentic full pack on our back any one of us could have really been hurt.  We were not trained military, but we had to carry all the equipment and appear like we had the training.  We could have been hurt very easily, but we weren’t.

Q.      And, for the record and my own curiosity (!), what is your favorite movie of all time besides The Dirty Dozen?!

A.     The reason this is my favorite movie is not because of the subject matter but because this movie reminds me of my life and that is The Grapes of Wrath.

Fascinating answers, aren’t they?  

But would you expect anything less from Trini Lopez?!

Maven would like to thank Mr. Lopez and his personal assistant, Ms. Oralee Walker, for their gracious time and trouble, especially at this busy time of year.
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(Trini Lopez, again without beard.

Maven is still deciding which way she prefers!)
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(Trini Lopez, again without beard.
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(Trini Lopez in London:  The album that he made in – surprise! – 

London while filming The Dirty Dozen [1967])

