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THE OLD MOVIE MAVEN                         BELA LUGOSI

THE DEATH KISS (1932)

The movie opens to a woman in a car being given instructions on identifying her target.


She gets out of the car and strolls over to the entrance of a night club and stops next to a man whom she suddenly kisses and then walks into the club as she says, “Thanks!  I just couldn’t resist you!”


She strolls off into the nightclub.

[image: image6.jpg]




The man sends the nearby doorman for his car and is then gunned down by assassins in a car speeding by.


The camera pulls back for the audience to discover that what they have been watching is a movie being made on a Hollywood studio set.


We are treated to the director giving orders and actors and technicians are moving around all over the set as we discover that the movie being made is The Death Kiss.


Hmmmm.


Maven thought that was the movie she had put into her vcr!


Maybe she had one too many Christmas rum balls?!?!


But wait!


AH!  


The leading man . . . Miles Brent . . . who was shot in the scene isn’t getting up.


Maven has seen a number of leading men who should have followed Brent’s example but this time it’s because somebody on the movie set had taken the opportunity to not only put him out of the picture but out of show business as well by putting a live round in one of the prop guns.


Now EVERYBODY on the set is suspect as the police are called to “ToneArt Studios” (actually the Tiffany Studios).


The director of the movie-within-a-movie, Tom Avery, was played by Edward Van Sloan, the fearless Monster Slayer of Universal Studios. 


Before you know it . . . he’s joined by Bela Lugosi as Joseph Steiner as another studio executive and David Manners as Franklyn Drew, “scenarioist” or screen play writer.
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(Edward Van Sloan, Bela Lugosi and David Manners are 

all together again from the 1931 version of Dracula.)


Three talents from Dracula so who’s running around shooting up all the actors and ruining incriminating film amid assorted other mayhem?


That’s what David Manners decides to do as Drew since the police called in can’t seem to make anything of the various clues except those that incriminate Drew’s lady love, Marcia Lane, the star of The Death Kiss.
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(Adrienne Ames, who played Marcia Lane, had been born in Fort Worth, 

TX, and married at one time to Bruce Cabot of King Kong fame.)


Finally . . . somebody who wasn’t in Dracula!


The audience follows the actors over a goodly amount of what was then Tiffany Studios and inside various buildings as we watch David Manners getting to all the good clues before the detectives do.


Which is a big switch for a juvenile role that usually isn’t any more demanding of an actor than he stand around and look good.


There are some drawbacks to The Death Kiss:


The scene in the makeup department isn’t long enough or thorough enough to really satisfy and neither do the glimpses of the doors to other departments.


The look we get in Lane’s and Brent’s dressing rooms look more “put together” than the makeup department but they all look too poverty-row to be real.


What does come across as very real are the streets of the studio where we see the actors going and coming like we would see at any Hollywood studio and the set where they are making The Death Kiss.


That’s where we see all the equipment they use from the cables to the cameras to the “fishing-rod” microphones so named because they are on rods to hang over the scene being shot. 


Ha!  Maybe you thought somebody was fishing for a date with one of the actresses?!


We are also treated to “studio offices” and other locations that look more like we expect from Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer or Warner Bros. then some little known—and less well-funded—studio.


The hotel that Brent used to share a room with his “wife” is also much more realistic and where Drew finds out more information from one of the bell hops to zero in on the real killer.


The real killer.


This is where Maven has a major problem with this movie, even though she otherwise enjoys it.


They cheat about who the real killer is at the end.


Franklyn Drew finds all these clues that point away from Ms. Lane and to another lady of the cast.


Except we find out at the last possible moment that neither lady did it.
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(Wilson Benge as the doorman, Adrienne Ames as Marcia Lane 

and Edmund Burns as Miles Brent in The Death Kiss.)


The Death Kiss can be a fun movie to watch, whether you want a murder mystery, an “almost” let’s-put-on-a-show event, or a reunion of three actors from Horrordom who are surrounded by equally good actors plainly having fun making this movie!


And if you figure out who the killer is before the “reveal” than you’re a better man than Maven is!

