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The Giant Gila Monster (1959) was a Gordon McLendon production made in Dallas, Texas, along with The Killer Shrews (also 1959).


Both are easily forgettable, especially when you have someone named “Wee Risser” under Special Photographic Effects!


Not to mention being produced by Ken Curtis, “Festus” on the old Gunsmoke television series and a singer with the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra and with the Sons of the Pioneers.  If you can’t place him, go ask your parents or grandparents!
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Curtis also produced and co-starred in another of McClendon’s movies, The Killer Shrews (1959).

The Giant Gila Monster looked like what it was—an independent film.


The sets are obviously inexpensive and the Texas accents may be difficult for some to listen to with some of the jargon that young people used in the late fifties.


Of course, Maven was just a child but she got the lingo they used!


You could call it a Romeo and Juliet story with Don Sullivan as Chase Winstead and Lisa Simone as Lisa.  

They are part of a group of teenagers who run together but all are basically good kids with the possible exception of two young people who might have run away in the movie.  This was when girls who found themselves pregnant either ”had” to get married or go to a place where they could have the baby and put it up for adoption.


That is why everyone is so . . . stressed out about this missing couple.


Nobody knew that this couple had been the first victims of . . .


THE GIANT GILA MONSTER!


It looked fairly realistic compared to a lot of the monsters in those fifties “creature features” and to the settings that they put the little bugger!


It had better look realistic because it was a plain old-fashioned lizard in makeup.
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This was a movie where home was wholesome and a place you’d want to come home to, the teenagers were basically good (if speed-hungry in their roadsters) and the local sheriff who was a good guy.


There was also Mr. Wheeler, who made his money from the oil business (complete with nitroglycerin on the place) who was anti-teens.


He also had it out for our hero, Chase (Don Sullivan), considering him a bad influence who was probably responsible for his son and the boy’s girlfriend running away.


This was 1959, after all!
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It also got a bit gooey in places especially when Chase (Don Sullivan) sang one of the two songs that he got to compose for this movie.


Like “My Baby, She Rocks” and “The Mushroom Song.”


And, no, that last song isn’t about drugs or mushroom soup!
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The Giant Gila Monster struck a good balance of interspersing its scenes among the rest of the movie, including a hot-shot Disc Jockey, Horation Alger “Steamroller” Smith (Ken Knox) who ends up helping out at a party.
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Knox was a real DJ from Dallas who got the job because Gordon McLendon owned the radio station, KVIL, where he was then working.

It’s a fun movie, if smaltzy, with hero Chase trying to work for the money to get braces for his kid sister’s crippled legs, rock and roll music and the climax with all the young people at a parthy that the giant gila monster tries to crash.


So how did they get rid of the monster?!


The nitroglycerin, of course!

*NOTE:  You can check out the movie at www.archive.org/details/giant_gila_monster/. 

