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PERSON OF THE MONTH:                       TRINI LOPEZ
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(Trini Lopez in The Dirty Dozen [1967] and Maven still can’t 

decide which way she prefers – with or without the beard!)

You mention in your last interview with The Old Movie Maven (which Maven still appreciates!!) about the physical hardships you all went through.  Was this the most difficult movie you ever made?


Yes, the biggest hardship was getting up at 4 am for a month and the movie was no where in sight of being finished.  I normally get up between 12 noon and 1 pm everyday and have most of my life.

Is there anything about the movie you might want to change, looking back?


Yes, if I had known the movie was going to be such a classic, I would not have left the movie early.
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(Trini Lopez in London is available through his website at www.trinilopez.com/albums/london.htm.) 

Are there any fond memories you have of the movie . . . besides meeting other great performers?!

Living in London was very interesting.  I also recorded an album, “Trini Lopez in London,” while filming “The Dirty Dozen.”  My favorite record producer, Mr. Don Costa, flew to London and we recorded for two months.  Recording in London was a very interesting experience and besides the album turned out to be a big success.

Do you ever watch The Dirty Dozen now?


Once in a while I do watch “The Dirty Dozen.”
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 (The Dirty Dozen [1967] with Trini Lopez second from right, 

Richard Jaekel on the extreme left and Lee Marvin in front.)

Do you think The Dirty Dozen held up as a story and as a movie?


I think the movie has held up even though I thought the book was better than the movie.

You also made The Reluctant Heroes in 1971 for television with Cameron Mitchell, Jim Hutton, Ralph Meeker and others.  It was a drama about an army group pinned down by the enemy in Korea.

How was making that movie comparable to The Dirty Dozen?


“The Reluctant Heroes” was a very enjoyable motion picture for television that I had a great time filming.  We shot all over the mountains of Malibu, California and it only took 14 days to film!

Do you ever watch other war movies?


I do watch war films and I also like westerns.  By the way, I would love to be in a western before I die.

What kind of movies do you enjoy watching . . . when you aren’t bringing your audiences to their feet like you recently did in Las Vegas, as you always do regardless of other performers on the stage?!


I enjoy dramatic stories in a motion picture.

Are there any projects that you can mention for your many fans to look forward to?


I have several projects going.  I just finished my 63rd album which was produced by Tony and Grammy award winner producer, Ron Dante.  I think my fans are going to enjoy this album.

[image: image5.png]



(Trini Lopez in The Dirty Dozen [1967])


Fortunately, Trini Lopez in London is just one of his albums available at his website at www.trinilopez.com!

HOLLYWOOD’S MARRY-GO-ROUND:

MARY BETH HUGHES AND TED NORTH
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(From left:  Hamilton McFadden as Bill Kellogg, Harold Huber as Delgado 

of Police Souto, Ted North as Clarke Denton, Sidney Toler as 

Charlie Chan, Cobina Wright as Grace Ellis, Richard Derr, 

Mary Beth Hughes and Victor Sen Yung as Jimmy Chan)


This is really trivia for Charlie Chan fans!!


Mary Beth Hughes was Joan Reynolds and Ted North was Clarke Denton in Charlie Chan in Rio (1941) in one of the more popular entries in the series.  They married in 1943 and divorced in 1947. . . .


What’s the big deal?!?!
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Nothing unless you have seen the cult classic called I Accuse My Parents (1944)!
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(Mary Beth Hughes)


Maven happened to have caught this little jewel some years ago and realized that Mary Beth Hughes looked downright pregnant in that film . . . and, yes, she did have a child with North during their marriage.


Maven personally feels that that’s the only reason to watch that film, I Accuse My Parents!!

THE MAIN EVENT:                   JOHN BARRYMORE
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(John Barrymore as both title characters in the silent film Dr. 

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde [1920], with Nita Naldi on the right)

John Barrymore still seems to be one of the best actors to ever come out of either Broadway OR Hollywood.


In fact, he was what you could call a triple threat actor, being excellent in theatre work or silent or talking movies.


Broadway called him the best actor—aw, heck—the best Hamlet—at least of his generation and Maven would be hard to name more than a handful who could match him role for role . . . .  Laurence Oliver and Orson Wells are the only two that Maven can think of right off.
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(John Barrymore as Hamlet and in a portrait of “The Great Profile.”)


Barrymore’s acting, regardless of the setting, was in a classic sense that would be suitable for not only the theatre but silent or talking pictures, as well.  There are too many silents out there available for viewing the most flagrant versions of overacting of other actors that unfortunately carried over into talkies.  

(One such is Behind That Churtain, a Charlie Chan movie that came out in 1929.  Watch it only if you’re ready for major scene-chewing!)

Turner Classic Movies recently “re-premiered” his 1934 movie, Beau Brummel (1924) as well as other films from his prime, Dinner at Eight and Twentieth Century (both from 1933).
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(With Madge Evans in Dinner at Eight [1933] and 

Carole Lombard in Twentieth Century [1933])


Unfortunately, Barrymore was an early example of an actor who abused not only the ubiquitous alcohol but seemed to enjoy the company of women a wee bit too much.
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(John Barrymore as the Professor 

in The Invisible Woman [1940])


Barrymore became a travesty of his former ability, needing such things as prompt cards to help jog what few of his brain cells were left and functioning.


Even so, Barrymore was still worth watching even in such roles as the professor in The Invisible Woman (1940) who’s looking for someone willing to go through his new invention to make people – surprise – invisible.


This is a lightweight entry in the series and he only made two more movies but Barrymore’s performance is still worth watching. Only Virginia Bruce (as Kitty Carroll) and Charlie Ruggles (as George, the butler) could match him in talent for being worth watching.


That’s how great his talent had been, forever worth watching regardless of the dregs of a plot he was in.

CONTINUED – PART 4

