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(Warner Oland as Charlie Chan with two suspects:

C. Henry Gordon [center] and Bela Lugosi . . . .
You never know where Dracula will show up!)


This month’s issue of The Old Movie Maven is without a doubt the most fun of all the writings Maven has done about old movies!  And Maven does have her fun writing about ‘em!

Old movies never fail to interest her and combining them and the internet . . . it just doesn’t get better than this!


After all, what else was there to find out about Bela Lugosi and Dracula?


(Swhish!)


LOTS OF THINGS!!


(Swhish!)

So let Maven and her family wish you all a Happy Halloween and then we’ll get on with the fun.

(Swhish!)


Jeeze . . . excuse me.

And my cousin Battie Belle will be handing out tasty treats to all the good little vamps and ghouls, so be sure to drop by!
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TRICK OR TREAT!
QUOTE OF THE MONTH:  Bela Lugosi
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(Bela Lugosi and Jeanette MacDonald.)
“To win a woman, take her with you to see Dracula.”

“The love-bite is the beginning.  You will be irresistible.”
And then there is the inevitable:

www.geocities.com/jsms92844109/draculamusichigh.wax 
(Be warned:  It plays on a continuous loop!)
WEBSITE OF THE MONTH:  
www.lugosidvd.com/film.html  and www.artgreenhaw.com/music.htm
Lugosi:  Hollywood’s Dracula (1997)

These are MUSTHAVES for any serious horror scholar and/or Lugosi fan.


Maven isn’t in the habit of shilling and she isn’t starting now.


This DVD documentary and soundtrack CD are worth every cent because you’ll be enjoying both over and over again and they’re perfect for Halloween.

The DVD of Lugsoi: . . .  is available at $23.00 (includes postage and handling) at www.lugosidvd.com and the CD can be bought at www.artgreenhaw.com/music.html for $20.00 (includes p&h and add $1.24 for taxes here in Texas).


Okay, so Maven couldn’t wait until Halloween.


You won’t either!


Now go straight to the Main Feature and find out more about this set!!
PERSONS OF THE MONTH:  
Gary Rhodes and Art Greenhaw
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(L. to r., Gladys Blake, Bela Lugosi, Angelo 

Rossitto and Nat Pendleton in the 1947 film)
This poster says “In Natural Color” in the right hand corner.


Looking at that lobby card . . . just how “natural” is “natural”?!


Certainly, that’s the most life-like that many of us have seen Bela Lugosi.


And therein lies the problem.


You hear the name “Dracula” and your first thought is wrapped up (you should forgive the pun!) in thoughts of a suave tall dark handsome man in evening clothes leaving bare necks with two small pin-pricks of crimson red under a velvety black night . . . .


Or a tall figure with a cane strolling down a mist-shrouded street.


But always you picture Bela Lugosi.


Forget the others:  Christopher Lee to Frank Langella to Gary Oldman.


Bela Lugois has been THE Dracula for seventy-five years.


But how can Maven add anything to what she or anybody else has said about the supreme example of modern vampirism?


Hmm?!


Trust Maven!


There is nothing Maven wouldn’t do for you all.


Okay, so it means interviewing somebody with a voice that could make you forget Orson Welles’.


So Maven has to deal with somebody who is part of musical history in Texas.


Somebody who composes, orchestrates, sings . . . ah, heck.


Art Greenhaw was musical almost from the get-go, playing at the piano at the age of three and singing before he turned to the guitar at eight. 
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(Art Greenhaw at the Steinway Museum—note the boots.)


Maven is green with envy.  Sob.


Art got his creative genes from his father, who plays all bass instruments including the euphonium while his mother made sure that Art got formally educated.
Frank Greenhaw also taught Art a few things about recording on his own private set along the way.
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(Art with his parents, Patricia and Frank Greenhaw)


Imagine Art not only performing early but having his voice, guitar and piano recorded onto records at twelve in public that Frank Greenhaw made on a portable set?!

Is it any wonder that Art now has his own recording studio where he has made records with Ann-Margaret and Englebert Humperdink?


He also learned the sitar and tabla (www.tabla.com/tablawha.html).


Think Ravi Shankar here!

He knows how to keep good company!


His father also performs on the sound track of Lugosi . . . , playing the euphonium on the fourth track, the Dark and Tan Fantasy by Duke Ellington.
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(The CD)


You can check out more of Art’s music with fellow musicians like the major guitar influence on Art’s life--Noke Edwards (of the Ventures), the Jordonaires, Trini Lopez and Texas’ own Light Crust Doughboys at www.artgreenhaw.com/music.html or www.thelightcrustdoughboys.com.

(Okay . . . Maven is biased, coming from the same hometown as the Doughboys . . . only a couple of decades latter!)


Art’s life-long interest with Dracula/Bela Lugosi lead to a meeting with Gary D. Rhodes up in Oklahoma, who also had an interest in them for as long as he can remember.

At least from the first time he saw Dracula (1931) at the age of four.


His sister must be a woman after Maven’s own heart, getting him a book that she’d found on sale about that time. . . .
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(Bela Lugosi without the 

Dracula trappings)


“It was on horror movies, and even before I could read I was glued to the still photos inside it.”

Do you also enjoy other actors and “their” monsters, like Boris Karloff and Lon Chaney, both father and son?


“The Chaneys and Karloffs are favorites of mine as well, along with Vincent Price and Lionel Atwill.  Unlike some Lugosi fans, I don’t have a grudge against his competitors like Chaney Jr. or Karloff.”
When did you decide to write the biography about Lugosi?


“The first book was Lugosi. Published in 1997 by McFarland and recently republished with a new cover. . . .  My own 1980s newsletter, The World of Bela Lugosi, had already done a bit of [uncovering what three previous books had on Lugosi].  So I decided to compile a lot of lesser known information.


“Then I wrote White Zombie:  Anatomy of a Horror Film, on Lugosi’s 1932 classic.


“And now I’m putting the final touches on a new book, Bela Lugosi:  Dreams and Nightmares. It’ll be out in the spring.  And once again, it is teeming with new information on Lugosi.”

It probably took awhile since you had to contact his family and friends.  Did you have much trouble reaching them and interviewing them?


“When I was 12 or 13, I met Bela Lugosi Jr. and Richard Sheffield, the latter being one of Lugosi’s closest friends.  So I’ve been on the trail of friends and family for years.  Just recently I met with the granddaughter of Lugosi’s first wife, Ilona Szmik.”

Where any of them reluctant to talk to you and/or about Lugosi and their relationships with him?


“Lugosi’s last wife Hope and I corresponded as far back as 1987.  But it wasn’t until ten years later that she finally agreed to a sit-down interview.  We filmed it in Hawaii, and it became the first interview she gave for publication since 1957.”

Did you have any problem getting the funding up to produce Lugosi:  Hollywood’s Dracula?


“No.  That’s been more true with some other of my films.  But Lugosi was easy.  He has such a cult following.  And of course I made the film after Ed Wood (1994), which re-ignited interest in all things Bela.” 
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(Robert Clarke)
You had quite a coup to get Robert Clarke to act as “host” as it were as well as narrator on the DVD and Rue McLanahan to do voice-overs. Was it difficult to get them?


“They were both very keen on doing it, fortunately.  Bob had worked with Lugosi in 1945, so there was a real connection there.  And Rue was a Lugosi fan.  So they both ‘made sense’ to use, and both of them did a wonderful job.”

You must have enjoyed working with them.


“Bob Clarke became a close friend, someone who I greatly miss.  And Rue has since being in another film of mine, WIT’S END. . . .”
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(Rue McLanahan)
Are you still in touch with Bela Lugosi, Jr.?


“I am still in touch with Lugosi who is a wonderful man.  He’s always treated me as if I was his own nephew, you know.  Really wonderful.  Last Halloween, he sent me the most wonderful greeting card.”

He seems to be the very proud son and someone worth knowing in his own right.  Was this a good opportunity for him to get across to people what a fine father Bela, Sr., was as well as a fine actor and gentleman?


“Lugosi Jr.  has been very consistently been involved in projects about his father, going back at least as far as the book Lugosi:  The Man Behind the Cape in 1976 [by Robert Cremer].”

Did Bela, Jr., give you a free hand in the material you used about his father or want to proofread what you did?

“I don’t recall that he saw the script.  But certainly he hasn’t ever asked for changes of amendments to the books/film.  He has been very kind and ‘hands off’ in the work I’ve done about his father that how dates back to 1987.”
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(Carl Laemmle, Jr.)

Is there anyone that you wished you could have talked to that you didn’t have the chance to see?


“Well, a lot of people I interviewed in the 1980s on the phone, like David Manners, are people that I wish I could have filmed when I made the documentary.  He and many others were deceased by the time we made it.  My biggest regrets are those people who died many, many years ago that I didn’t get to interview.  Folks like Tod Browning and Carle Laemmle Jr. and Jack Pierce [Universal’s Makeup Master].”
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(Tod Browning, who directed Lugosi in both

Dracula [1931] and Mark of the Vampire [1935])
And just out of curiosity . . . what will you be watching on Halloween?  Will you be trick-or-treating with the kids or just “fanging” out?!


“Well, I now live in Ireland, which practically invented Halloween.  Probably my fiancée and I will be doing a midnight tour of an old plague cemetery in Belfast.  And shortly before Halloween, I will be visiting Lugsoi’s home town in Lugoj, Romania.


“As far as movies, we’ll be screening horror films all month, ranging from the earliest Melies films to recent fare like HOSTEL.  But there will be a few Lugosis in there for sure.”
CHILDREN’S CORNER: 

THE MUNSTERS’ MANSION

Wouldn’t you love to visit television’s Munsters’ home?


How would you like to live in it?


Well, there is a couple in Texas who do live in it.


They live near Dallas in as exact a reproduction of the house as a couple can get.


Sandra and Charles McKee are their names and they do open the house for tours but on a limited basis, since it is their home.

This year, they’re opening the house on October 27th  and 28th   (2006) for tours, this year benefiting The Parkland [Hospital] Burn Unit for Kids in Dallas.

[image: image16.jpg]i ﬁ?n.m
\‘ s





(The Munsters’ Mansion, south of Dallas)

People can take pictures of the house but the McKees request that photographers stay outside the fencing.
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(The Texas Munster Mansion,

during daylight hours)


The idea from the house was Sandra’s originally and they scoured the television series and photographs of the house until they had enough to start building.


And, yes, there is a place under the stairs for Spot, with the stairs opening and shutting just like in the series!


The McKees have entertained several members from the cast in their home at charity events:  Al Lewis, who played Grandpa; Pat Priest, one of the two actresses who played niece Marilyn, and Butch Patrick, who was Eddie Munster, still visit them.
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(You know that it had to have Spot’s spot under the stairs!)


Their website at www.munstermansion.com photographs, including interior shots.

So check it out . . . .  You know you’re dying to!
MAVEN’S SERIES:  Universal Monsters’ Genealogy ~ Dracula (1931)
Dracula (1931) is the first in Universal’s Monster’s long and lucrative family line of Monster Movies that continued through 1948’s Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein.


Let Maven rephrase that:  Universal’s 1931 version of Dracula by Tod Browning with Bela Lugosi put vampires on the financially solvent map of popularity with the movie-going public.

You’d think that the banking industry, in the gripe of the depression at the time, would have learned a few lessons about bloodsuckers.

Did they learn?


Of course not.  They were still giving metaphorical hickeys to their clients but in such a hygienically-clean and painless manner that the clients hadn’t realized quite yet that they been . . . uh . . . pinched  . . . in the neck, shall we say?


There are similarities between Lugosi’s Dracula and Boris Karloff’s Frankenstein from the same year:  Both had been literary masterpieces that eventually were brought to the stage before Universal acquired the rights to filming the stories.


Both monsters were played by foreigners, Lugosi from Lugoj, Hungary [now Romania] and Karloff from London, England.

Could Karloff have done a better job as Dracula?

Who knows.


But Bela Lugosi clearly knew what he had to offer in the vampire role of all such roles, even when others didn’t.

And Maven is grateful to him since she has long enjoyed Dracula both on its own and as the first of Universal’s Laemmle Family of Horror Films!
FLASH!: 

“Good evening, Mr. and Mrs. America, from boarder to boarder,

coast to coast and all the ships at sea, let’s go to press . . . . “







[Walter Winchell]


Maven came across an interesting little story about Bela Lugosi by Colonel Barney and Vada Oldfield:

At World War II’s end my Vada and I were in Hollywood and I was in the publicity department at Warner Brothers.  Housing was hard to come by and we lived in a little fleabag hotel just off Hollywood Boulevard.  Bela Lugosi was down on his luck and lived just across the hall.  We would often meet when coming out of our respective doors.  Lugosi would bow to Vada with all his Hungarian charm, bare his teeth and say:  “Will zee charming lady get rid of heem, and join me for a bite?”  Vada would smile and decline.  And after he went his way, she would say:  “If my mother back in Nebraska knew I lived next door to Dracula she wouldn’t sleep a wink.”

Maven would have gone out with Lugosi, regardless of what her mother—Ouch!


No, I wouldn’t.


(Aunt Battie, cut that out!)   
SHORT SUBJECT:  Angelo Rossitto
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(Angelo Rossitto and Bela Lugosi in 

Spooks Run Wild [1941])

 
 Maven has a Hollywood directory dated 1927 from her great-uncle Frank Griffith that’s complete with his entry in the section for “Heavies.”  Her mother wasn’t allowed to see his movies because that’s how he was always cast . . . as one of the bad guys, although Frank was one of the most incredible men we ever met—and one of the best story-tellers!

     
One reason that Maven is grateful to her uncle is all of the actors, directors and even animal actors in it that she recognizes.


Angelo Rossitto is one of these actors who has had a long career in the movies, working with not only Bela Lugosi three times over the years but the likes of Lionel Barrymore in The Mysterious Island (1929) (Rossitto was one of the underwater creatures), with Basil Rathbone in the Holmesian The Spider Woman (1944), up to 1985 in Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome with Mel Gibson.
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(Angelo Rossitto with Daisy and Violet Hilton, the Siamese 

Twins, in Tod Browning’s Freaks [1932])


It’s ironic that he appeared with Boris Karloff in two Mr. Wong movies (Mr. Wong in Chinatown [1939] and Doomed to Die [1940]) as well as the three that Rossitto did with Lugosi!
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(The third picture starring Lugosi with Rossitto and Minerva Urecal, 

upper-left corner, and possibly Luanne Walters)

He had a long career but the number of roles he was eligible for were restricted since Rossitto was only 2’1” tall.

So it’s no surprise that life copied the movies in his case:  He ran a news-stand in Hollywood like the role he had Doomed to Die with Karloff.


One thing that most people don’t know about this veteran actor is that he was one of the founders of The Little People of America along with the better known Billy Barty.


Angelo Rossitto proves a line from Charlie Chan at the Circus (1936):  “Size of package does not indicate quality within.”

A saying that Bela Lugosi apparently lived by!
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(L. to r., Gladys Blake, Bela Lugosi, Angelo 

Rossitto and Nat Pendleton in the 1947 film)
THE MAIN EVENT:  Lugosi:  Hollywood’s Dracula (1997)  
For starters, Gary Rhodes put an incredible amount of scholarship into his biography, and then his DVD, on Bela Lugosi.
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(The two-disc DVD set)


Then he did some potent legwork and coaxing to get interviews, radio shows and music that’s been previously unseen/unheard by most Lugosi fans.


For help, he called on Art Greenhaw to weave his own magic to create original music and orchestration/adaptations plus Art’s voice and work on the piano and electric bass guitar . . . you can understand why he has won a Grammy plus eight Grammy nominations . . . !


Gary and Art’s works compliment each other like fine wine and aged cheese, with the flavors and aromas blending to carry you forward and makes you wish for more.


They start off Lugosi:  Hollywood’s Dracula with the organ prelude to Lugosi’s radio show from the late 40s, Mystery House as a segue to Robert Clarke’s introduction and narration.
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(Robert Clarke)


Getting Clarke was a delicious touch since he was a friend of Lugosi as well as having his own spot in Hollywood History with The Man from Planet X (1951) and The Hideous Sun Demon (1059).


Another stroke of good fortune was getting Rue McLanahan doing voice-overs.
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(Rue McLanahan)


They use various genres of music that went from Duke Ellington’s Black and Tan Fantasy to Chopin’s Nocturne in E-Flat.

Not to mention to mention Lon Chaney’s Gonna Get You (If You Don’t Watch Out) and Brother, Can You Spare a Dime!

We are treated to Bela Lugosi coming up against Mr. Television, Milton Berle, and radio’s Mail Call in a comedy skit with Edward Everett Horton.
We also get to listen to Billie Burke trying to “rent” Lugosi’s house from him.

Plus Lugosi as “proprietor” of a shop selling such goodies as shrunken heads!
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(Bela Lugosi vs. Milton Berle)

And we also get excerpts from some of Lugosi’s early movie work in Europe, alone worth the price of two discs!

Lugosi:  Hollywood’s Dracula has a second disc that comes with the DVD:  It has an episode of Mystery House . . . The Thirsty Death, a show he did for radio late in the 1940s.

Maven had heard about this show but had never heard any of the episodes.

Lugosi had hoped to turn it into another Inner Sanctum set, six movies based on novels under the umbrella of the name Mystery House.

The episode here has John Carradine up against Lugosi in a love triangle that is a potent combination.

The twist at the end surprised even Maven!

The other surviving episodes don’t have Lugosi but give some idea of how spooky the others would be.
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(Bela Lugosi on the red carpet with a friend.)

This extra disc also has an interview with Hope Lugosi, his last wife, as well as an interview with Lugosi early in his career.

Maven had heard part of this interview but is delighted at getting the whole talk!
And just when you think you’ve heard everything, you get part of one of Fred Allen’s radio where Allen is thinking of renting Lugosi’s house!
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THE B-FEATURE:  The Lugosi Mystique

Maven would like to reprint a post from her The Old Movie Maven Blog that’s worth rerunning!
“The blood is the life, Mr. Renfield.”


These words have haunted us ever since the first time that we heard Bela Lugosi say them.


Why?


Denis Gifford tries to explain it in A Pictorial History of Horror Movies (The Hamlyn Publishing Group Limited, New York, 1973), page 82:
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(What woman wouldn’t want her neck bitten by this guy?!?!)
[That the 1931 Dracula is a] moody piece [is] due to [Tod] Browning than his gifted cameraman, the fabulous Karl Freund.  Yet antique as Dracula undoubtedly is, it can still hold an audience in thrall.  That it is the oldest talkie still playing commercially is due entirely to the hypnotic performance of its star.


“An evil expression in the eyes, a sinister arch to the brow or a leer on my


lips – all of which take long practice in muscular control – are sufficient


to hypnotize an audience into seeing what I want them to see, and what 


I myself see in the mind’s eye.”


Lugosi’s hypnosis was helped out by Browning aiming twin pencil-spots into his eyeballs.  That one consistently missed its mark worried neither audience nor Warner Brothers, who quickly picked up the effects for John Barrymore’s Svengali (1931). . . .
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Maven personally wishes that Gifford had put it differently.

“Aiming twin pencil-spots into his eyeballs” sounds awfully painful!

That’s a good way to get a fang . . . er . . . pain in the neck!

Reprinted from January 14, 2006
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