[image: image1.jpg]



PAGE  
5

FEBRUARY 20, 2006


VOLUME 1, ISSUE 3

MAVEN’S MOVIE  

MAGAZINE

GOING BATTY WITH VINNIE;

Or, The Price is Right!   





[image: image12.png]



WEBSITE OF THE WEEK: 

Check out www.vincent-price.com . . . .  

They have a Vincent Price quiz every month at www.vincent-price.com/featurequiz.html for those who are Vincent Price aficionados and (dare she say it?) know where the bodies . . . or skeletons! . . . are buried!

CHARLIE CHAN CHAT CORNER:

Our Monday night chat room movie is Charlie Chan on Broadway.  Next Monday is Charlie Chan in Panama.

You can join us at 8:00 to 10:00 P.M.  (EST) over at http://charliechanfamily.tripod.com/id17.html.  

Charlie Chan with some of the suspects and # 1 son on Broadway.  (Still have Charlie Chan on Broadway is courtesy of Rush Glick at www.charliechan.info.)
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MAVEN’S MOVIE MARATHONS:

To keep up to Mr. Price’s literary standards (and if you doubt Maven, just wait until you get down to our main course!), we have a “sister act” of literary sorts.

You have several choices to mix and match!
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We have Miss Pinkerton (1932) with Joan Blondell from Mary Roberts Rinehart.

Rinehart’s first novel was “Circular Staircase” (1908) that eventually became “The Bat” with Price in 1959.  [See MAIN COURSE below.]

Miss Pinkerton was her private-duty nurse, Ms. Adams, who is sent on potentially criminal cases by the police.  George Brent plays Inspector Patten who provides romantic interest that wasn’t there in the book!

Next is Mignon Eberhart’s Nurse Sarah Keates, whose works went from several books to several movies and played by several actresses.  The movie that came the closest to Eberhart’s character was While the Patient Slept (1935) with Aline MacMahon at the right age for Sarah Keate with Guy Kibbee as a too-old Detective Inspector Lance O’Leary.  
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Ann Sheridan played a too-young Sara Keate in (The Patient in Room 18) and Sarah Keate (Mystery House) in 1938.  However, she got TWO Lance O’Learys:  First Patric Knowles and then Dick Purcell.
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Now we come to Stuart Palmer’s Hildegarde Withers, the spinster schoolteacher who ran off at the end of “The Penguin Pool Murder” (1932) to marry Police Inspector Oscar Piper.

Okay.  So they didn’t get married.  Picky, picky, picky.

However, Oscar Piper DID stick around for all six of the Hildegarde series, which is three more than Oliver did.

Helen Broderick (Broderick Crawford’s mother) took over the character in The Bridal Path Murder (1935).  She’s fortunately as good as Oliver in the role.
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Zasu Pitts became Withers in the last two of the series:  The Plot Thickens (1936) and Forty Naughty Girls (1937).

Most people prefer the other way around.  

Pitts was a fine actress but too fluttery after Edna May Oliver and Helen Broderick, not to mention a poor pick as the lady detective in a movie called Forty Naughty Girls!
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Eve Arden tried to revive the series in 1972’s A Very Missing Person for television but it didn’t seem to go anywhere.

But check and see what you can find to take home for the “popcorn hour” and get ready for fun!

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“Personally, Veda’s convinced me that alligators have the right idea.  They eat their young.”  Eve Arden as Ida Corwin in Mildred Pierce (1945).

WRECK OF THE WEEK:
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The house that you see at the beginning of House on Haunted Hill (1959, with Vincent Price) is the Ennis-Brown House in Los Angeles, CA.
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This is the entrance of the house that is on the eleven (11) most endangered buildings on the national trust.  To find out more, go to www.nationaltrust.org/11Most/2005/ennis.htnl.  The restoration is estimated at $5,000,000.

For those of you who have seen The House on Haunted Hill, get ready for a jolt of the insides of the real house:
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An interior shot of the house.
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Another shot inside of the Ennis Brown house.

You might also want to check out www.ennis-bown.org, which sometimes works and sometimes doesn’t.

Hey, what do you expect?  It’s in California and Maven is biased, living in Texas!
MAVEN’S MAIN COURSE:

Vincent Price made at least three movies that had literary beginnings:  The Bat and The Invisible Man Returns.

The Bat (1959) traces its beginnings in Mary Roberts Rinehart’s The Circular Staircase (1908).  

She and Avery Hopwood simplified Staircase into a Broadway play called The Bat in 1920, which became a silent film in 1926 as well as a book.

Not to mention that D.W. Griffith, the movie pioneer, wasn’t above bootlegging the story in his own One Exciting Night (1922).

Roland West remade his silent film into the talkie, The Bat Whispers, in 1930.

(The copy that Maven has is the Grosset & Dunlap edition with stills from that version.)

So we finally come to 1959 when Wilbur Crane directed Vincent Price and Agnes Moorehead in a modernized movie. 

Good news was that The Bat’s look was more in keeping with the book.  

The bad news? 

We were left with fewer suspects, with Price being (deliciously) one of them.

Want more fun?

Check out The Invisible Man Returns.
Vincent Price begins The Invisible Man Returns (1940) as Geoffrey Radcliffe, who has been convicted and about to be put to death unless something is done by his friend, Doctor Frank Griffin (played by John Sutton).

Griffin just happens to be related to the original Invisible Man, played by Claude Rains in the 1933 movie based on H. G. Wells’ original book.

Griffin arranges to visit him before Radcliffe’s execution.

The next thing the guards know . . . Radcliffe has disappeared.  (Surprise, surprise, surprise!)

This is where differs from other mad scientist movies.

Didn’t think that was possible, did you?!

Doctor Griffin injected Radcliffe with a similar solution to what was originally used.

What’s the difference?

The Invisible Man used the drug monocaine and our movie had Radcliffe shot up with duocaine.

You know what happens.

We are treated to Vincent Price, as Radcliffe, going nuts and actually helping in finding out who was at fault in the murder of his brother, The Invisible One.
~ ~ ~

MAVEN’S MOVIE MAGAZINE:


If you have comments, questions or comments, just email Maven at theoldmoviemaven@yahoo.com.


If you would like to subscribe to MAVEN’S, the rates are:  One issue:  $4.00



One month:  $10.00



Six months:  $ 15.00



One year:  $ 30.00

 
Please make out your check or money order (U.S. dollars only) to “Virginia Johnson” only and send it to:

Virginia Johnson

P.O. Box 59443

Hurst, TX   76054


