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QUOTE OF THE DAY:

“Haven’t you ever met a man who could make you happy?”

MAE WEST:  “Sure, lots of times.”
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MOVIE MARATHON IDEAS:
How about a match of the Titans?  Or at least the Battle of the Blondes?!

You can mix and match a couple of Jean Harlow’s movies with a couple of Mae Wests.  

Or go hog wild and show The Red-Headed Woman with She Done Him Wrong, throw in Bus Stop from Marilyn Monroe and Jayne Mansfield’s Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter?
There’s Mansfield’s The Sheriff of Fractured Jaw, Monroe’s The Misfits, and West’s My Little Chickadee with W. C. Fields?

Whatever your choice, you know you’ll have a memorable evening!

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK:  The Charlie Chan Chat Room at http://charliechanfamily.tripod.com/id17.html.

CHARLIE CHAN’S CORNER:

Our movie in Rush Glick’s Monday Night Chat Room is Charlie Chan in Panama with Sidney Toler as the Chinese detective faced with a master spy, bubonic plague and a plethora of suspects in the tropics!
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Rush has scheduled more great Chans for March at www.charliechan.info:


March  6 – Charlie Chan in the Secret Service


March 13 – City in Darkness


March 20 – Charlie Chan at the Opera (with Boris Karloff)


March 27 – Castle in the Desert  

PERSON OF THE WEEK:  

RUSH GLICK of The Charlie Chan Family

(www.charliechan.info)


I had a chance to send Rush some questions about his website that is encyclopedic in its information about our Oriental Detective from Honolulu.  


Enjoy . . . !

WHEN DID YOU START YOUR CHAT ROOM?


In late April of 2000, two of us, Gary Osborne and I, started the Charlie Chan Family Yahoo site, with the intention of holding weekly chats based on a particular Charlie Chan film.  On Monday, May 8, 2000, we held our first chat, centering on the film, City in Darkness.
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(Warner Oland as Charlie Chan in a studio promotion for a 

Pennsylvania Referendum to allow movies to

be shown on Sundays.)
WHY DID YOU START THE CHAT ROOM?


A couple of months earlier, someone else created a Yahoo site with the intention of offering similar Charlie Chan forums.  However, without warning or explanation, that site’s creator threatened to close down the site.  With that, Gary and I decided to open another, more stable site, where fans of Charlie Chan could get together weekly and discuss the Great Detective as well as have an evening of shared fun.

WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE COME TO IT?


Over the years, all kinds of people from all over the United States, and even abroad, have participated in our weekly chats.  We have hosted professionals, teachers, government workers, students, eve a few persons in the field of law enforcement.  It is the diverse nature of our participants which adds a rich flavor to our weekly gatherings.  The one thing that all of our guests share, however is a passion for Charlie Chan.  Those who don’t already have a love of Chan, and who may be visiting out of curiosity or a quest for more knowledge on the subject, are treated to a variety of helpful responses offered by those in attendance.

IS THERE A CERTAIN AGE OF PEOPLE?

The ages of our chat participants are varied as their backgrounds.  Usually, 

we have a group that was exposed to Charlie Chan on television, which means that

their ages rum from the 30s to the 50s, roughly.  However, we have had a few persons participate who are in their teens, and others, in their 70s and early 80s who could recall having seen Chan movies in theaters.
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WHAT DID YOU THINK OF “USING VOICE” IN THE CHAT ROOM?


For a time, while our weekly chats were still taking place at our Yahoo site, we did have the opportunity to use voice.  This was very good, and offered an opportunity for everyone to hear what others sounded like.  Also, a certain “immediacy” was experienced through the means of voice.  However, following a sequence of technical difficulties at Yahoo, it was decided to open a new Chat Room at our Charlie Chan Family Home web site.  As Parachat, the host of our current Chat Room does not offer voice, this was no longer our option.

WERE THERE ANY ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES TO USING IT?


As I mentioned, there were definite advantages to the use of voice during our chats:  immediacy, hearing our participants’ actual voices, etc.  However, as with most every good thing, there came a few disadvantages. First, not everyone who participated had the necessary equipment to take part in voice chat.  Also, whenever we had a fairly large amount of guests, people’s comments tended to get cut off.  Yes, voice chat was, and is, fun, but it is not perfect.

WHAT ABOUT NOT USING VOICE?!  WHICH DO YOU PREFER?!


Do to the few negatives that I have stated, I personally feel that it is best to chat in the traditional manner of using a keyboard.  When we used voice, I always felt that those who could not take part in that way could, perhaps, feel a bit slighted, left out.  We are all on the same playing field when we type our comments and responses.  Also, I find it entertaining to see the many creative ways people use to more fully express their feelings when not using voice!

WHAT IS THE FEWEST NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO’VE BEEN IN IT? 

“Suppose they gave a chat and nobody came.”  Well, I can recall at least one occasion over the years where that did happen, and, on a good number of occasions, we have had but two.  This was especially true in the early days when, often Gary and I were the only ones participating!  On average, though, I would say that we have a half-dozen taking part each Monday evening.

MOST?


I think that our “record” attendance was about 15 chatters.

WHAT WAS THE EFFECT OF THE CHAN FESTIVAL BAN OF FOX MOVIE CHANNEL ON THE ATTENDANCE OF THE CHAT ROOM?


When Fox Movie Channel abruptly ended their Charlie Chan Festival in 2003, the effect on the next chat was very big.  The forum that evening was something of a venting session as well as a “What can we do to fight this? gathering.  As I recall, we had a very large turnout that evening.  Following chats, however experienced much more normal attendance, although it took some time for the shock wave caused by Fox’s action to fully pass.

IS THAT WHEN YOU STARTED “SYCHRONIZED VIEWING” WHERE EVERYBODY WATCHES THE SAME MOVIE AT THE SAME TIME, USING THEIR OWN TAPES OR DVDS AT HOME?


Yes, this was the time when we began our “synchronized” viewings of Charlie Chan films.  During the Fox Movie Channel’s ill-fated Chan festival, we had scheduled our Monday evening chats to coincide with their showing of two, back-to-back Charlie Chan movies.  In that way, participants, who access to Fox Movie Channel, could watch the films together while chatting.  There was something of a celebratory mood during these chats, and, if my memory serves, I think that we had two such evenings before Fox pulled the plug.  Following the untimely demise of Fox’s Chan Festival, I thought, why not continue watching Charlie Chan films together, as many of us have access to the who series on video tape or DVD?  So, that’s exactly what we did.  So, thanks to our initial “Fox” evenings, our Monday evenings have centered on shared viewings of Charlie Chan movies ever sense.

HOW HAS THAT ADDED TO YOUR ENJOYMENT OF THE MOVIE?


Without question, our Monday chats have become a more interesting and shared experience since we have simultaneously watched Charlie Chan movies during our gatherings.  Previously, we were able to share our thoughts, trivia, etc. regarding a particular Chan movie, but, with the advent of our group “screenings,” I feel that the fun has increased greatly. From all over the map, we are able to gather together in our Chat Room and enjoy a virtual beverage or bowl of popcorn together as we enjoy and discuss our movie of the week.  I can say from a personal standpoint, that my enjoyment of our weekly chats has benefited from this change in format, and all indications suggest that others share my feelings.

DOES A PERSON HAVE TO HAVE THAT WEEK’S MOVIE TO ATTEND?


If anyone attends our weekly chat/film viewing does not have a copy of our featured movie, this, in now way, should preclude their having a fun evening with us or fully participating in our evening’s festivities.  Also, this is not an uncommon circumstance when we are viewing one of the more obscure films from the Charlie Chan series, such as certain Monogram Chans, especially those starring Roland Winters.  Often, at least one of our guests lacks our weekly film, but, everything possible is done to include everyone in our ongoing conversation.  However, if our weekly chats/film viewings serve in some small way to encourage people to obtain additional Charlie Chan titles in their collections, I feel that this is a good thing.

THE ESSENTIAL CLUE:

Psycho*
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As with many of our greatest films, Psycho [1960] began life as a novel, and it's been reported as fact that the book by Robert Bloch, which evolved into one of the most terrifying films of all time, was brought to [Albert] Hitchcock's attention by his mild-mannered production assistant of twenty years, Peggy Robertson.


"I wish I could lay claim to finding Psycho," Robertson laughs today.  "But the truth is every Monday morning Hitch and I used to read the New York Times Book Review.  Hitch really liked the reviews of Anthony Boucher, who covered the new arrivals in crime fiction.  And this one Monday, Hitch said, 'Boucher is raving about this book, Psycho.'  He wanted to know if Paramount (with whom Hitchcock had a production deal) had seen the book and/or covered it.  'Covered' meant that the story department had read the novel and prepared a synopsis."


Script reader William Pinkard had covered Psycho for Paramount following submission of the novel by Robert Bloch’s agent in February 1959, and while he admired its originality, he warned that it would be “impossible for films.”  (Robertson doesn’t recall if she or he boss ever saw Pinkard’s synopsis and appraisal. . . .)


Existing paperwork shows that Alfred Hitchcock paid a measly $9,000 to acquire the movie rights to Psycho.  It was a shockingly low figure--even by 1959 standards--for a title that would go on to become the most lucrative in the entire Hitchcock canon. . . .


The late fifties found Bloch, then in his early forties, living in the farm country of northern Wisconsin, a short distance from the nondescrpt town of Plainfield.  And location, to borrow a tenet from the real estate profession, did indeed prove to be everything in relation to the birth of Psycho.

In the fall of 1957 Ed Gein, a fifty-one-year-old handyman, and one of Plainfield’s most solitary citizens, was arrested on suspicion of having murdered Bernice Worden, a middle-aged merchant.  With Gein in custody, local police 

officials conducted a search of his isolated, decrepit farmhouse, and in the process stumbled upon one of the ghastliest crime scenes in the country’s history.


Bernice Worden’s mutilated body was one of the first discoveries.  Her nude, headless torso was found disemboweled and hanging from a makeshift pulley in the Gein parlor.


One grim revelation followed another.  A wall of masks turned out to be human faces that had been peeled from skulls and preserved so skillfully that one was recognized as the visage of another middle-aged woman who had been missing for several years.  A coffee can was found to contain the genitalia of several women, maintained crudely in rock salt, while a belt made entirely of female nipples was discovered hanging on a doorknob.


Gein soon confessed that in addition to murder he had indulged in grave robbing as a means of obtaining his grisly souvenirs.  He also admitted that he would, on occasion, don the skins of his victims and prance for hours around his deserted property late at night under the summer moon.


Details of Gein’s ghoulish secret life appalled locals and soon became the focus of national media attention.  Nearby resident Robert Block, fascinated by  “the notion that the man next door may be a monster, unsuspected even in the gossip-ridden microcosm of small-town life,” utilized Gein as a blueprint for the creation of Psyhco’s murderous mama’s boy, Norman Bates.


(Norman—or more specifically that part of him that became Mother—owes a small debt also to an earlier Block story, The Real Bad Friend, about a seemingly bad suburban man who takes on the personality of an imaginary pal in order to murder his wife.)


In Bloch’s novel—as opposed to the film version—Norman Bates has several of the same characteristics as Ed Gein.  Both are middle-aged loners who were mentally and emotionally warped by sex-hating, Bible-thumping, domineering mothers.  Gein told authorities that he performed his atrocities while in a “blackout kind of daze,” and Norman drinks himself into a similar state as a prelude to committing murder.


But the two men have their differences as well.  While Gein’s victims were older, mother-substitutes, Norman kills attractive young women.  And Gein never preserved his mother’s corpse.  In fact, the legend that he practiced taxidermy on his victims stems directly from the avocation of his fictional counterpart in Psycho.  

Ed Gein was, by any standards, a monstrous psychopath, one must look back to medieval times to find individual crimes as grotesque as his.  By comparison, Norman Bates seems like a choirboy.

[Not to the Choir at Maven’s Church!!]

*From "Psycho" by Janet Leigh with Christopher Nickens, Harmony Books, New York, 1995, pages 6 – 10.

*W*A*N*T*A*D*S*  
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HOUSE FOR SALE:  In exclusive, no crime neighborhood.  Only owned by one family. Sits on rise for excellent natural air-conditioning.  Only qualified buyers need apply.  By appointment only at 817.555.6611.
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       Mervyn Leroy, agent par excellence

RENOVATORS ARE YOURS:

You need ‘em, we get ‘em!  You need old-fashioned faucets . . . just call us!  We even stock new towels for you – all at
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214.555.8822

PERSONAL PORTRAITS:

Percival Portraits at your service! Make sure you’re at your best and most memorable with Percival at 817.555.7667!
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LUXURIOUS LINGERIE:

Girls, want to drive him wild?  Wanna make him do things that you never dreamed about?  Would you like to make it a one-of-a-kind experience?  
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CALL FLOSSY AT 817.555.9138.
<<<<>>>>
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