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THE OLD MOVIE MAVEN
A FAMILY AFFAIR;
Or, Who’s Your Daddy?
MAVEN’S MOVIE MAGAZINE is published once a 

month for film lovers of classic movies and the actors, 

directors, designers, make-up men, camera men, 

and all the other people who never got credit

for their hard work over the years.

Subscription enquiries and any comments, questions, suggestions that you may have can be sent to theoldmoviemaven@yahoo.com or to
Virginia Johnson

(aka The Old Movie Maven)

P. O . Box 54493

Hurst, TX   76054

RATES ARE:

One Issue:  $ 3.00

Six Months (Six Issues):  $ 15.00

One Year (Twelve Issues):   $30.00

Back issues:   $ 3.50 @

FROM MAVEN’S DESK:

Springtime is here and what better way to appreciate the renewal of the season than celebrating some of Hollywood’s acting dynasties that bring our fantasies to life on the big screen and the increasingly larger screen at home.


Like the sweet and loving families that we have been able to turn to, thanks to Universal Studio’s Carl Laemmle and family.


And families like the Lon Chaneys (father and son), the Frankensteins, Dracula . . . .


You get the idea.


What?  No, of course not!!


Maven has other goodies this month, too.


Unfortunately somebody stuffed them into the back closet again. . . .


Aunt Battie, have you been . . . .  Aunt Battie, where are . . . .


Oh, dear, where are my smelling salts. . . .  AUNT BATTIE . . . !
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Aunt Battie here!
My dear niece, Maven, had to rest a bit so I get to play . . . er,
 I feel it’s my duty to take over until she’s feeling better!

First, let me explain about Universal Studio’s First Family that brought us so many classics:  Carl Laemmle ran the studio and Carl, Jr., spearheaded the horror movies that made Universal the Horror Capital of the world.
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  Carl, Sr., and Carl, Jr.  [image: image3.jpg]



Carl Laemmle

Had a very large family!

By Ogden Nash
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QUOTE OF THE DAY:  John Barrymore
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I am thinking of taking a fifth wife.  Why not? 

Solomon had a thousand wives and he is a synonym for wisdom.
WEBSITE OF THE DAY:  www.lonchaney.com
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 Lon Chaney is the Chief Executive Officer of Chaney Entertainment, Inc. as well as the grandson of Lon Chaney, Jr.


You’ll find lots of goodies at his family website in honor of not only his grandfather but great-grandfather, as well.


It’s definitely worth your time to visit!
CHARLIE CHAN MOVIES FOR MAY:
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(Charlie Chan at the Circus still courtesy of www.charliechan.info)
Our Monday Night Chat Room* will include:


May 1st 
The Black Camel – Charlie Chan faces murder and




Bela Lugosi conducting séances.  Who will triumph?


May 8th
Charlie Chan at the Wax Museum – Charlie is talked




into doing a live radio show . . . but how live is live?


May 15th
Charlie Chan at the Circus – Charlie takes his family




to the circus and almost looses his life.


May 22nd
Shadows Over Chinatown – A film noir entry in the




series finds Charlie looking for a torso murderer.


May 29th
Charlie Chan’s Secret – Charlie at a séance?!

(*at http://charliechanfamily.tripod.com/id17.html)
FLASH:

“Good evening, Mr. and Mrs. America, from border to border,

coast to coast and all the ships at sea.  Let’s go to press. . . .
(Walter Winchell)
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(Raymond Burr during the first season as Perry Mason on television)
Good news for fans of television’s Perry Mason and Raymond Burr!  


The first nineteen (19) episodes are scheduled to come out on July 11, 2006 from CBS/Paramount.


You maladjusted discontents out there who don’t think this fits into a family issue. . . .  Maven remembers sitting with her mother and watching the television series when it was first run and the 1930s Warner Brothers movies on tape.  Great good fun even if the series did recycle the stories from the movies!

SHORT SUBJECT:  Happy Mother’s Day!

Sherlock Holmes had a rather interesting Mother and Son Act in the two Holmes movies that Twentieth Century-Fox made.


Ralph Forbes played Sir Hugo Baskerville in The Hound of the Baskervilles (1939), the first time that Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce teamed up as Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson in the movies.
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His mother, Mary Forbes, was Lady Conyngham in Rathbone and Bruce’s second outing in The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (1939).

According to www.imdb.com, Mary Forbes was listed as living from 1883 to 1974 where her son, Ralph was 1896 to 1951.


Hmmm.  Does that mean she was only 13 (?!) when she had Ralph?!

Or is it a case of fudging on her birth certificate until somebody noticed mother and son were almost the same age?!

And what about those marriages?! Ralph Forbes was married to Ruth Chatterton (Dodsworth, 1935) from December 20, 1924, to July 18, 1932.
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(Ruth Chatterton)


Chatterton opened her home on August 29, 1934, for Forbes to marry his third wife, Dora Sanders.  
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(Heather Angel)

Number two, Heather Angel, was not only notable as Rosa Bud in 1935’s The Mystery of Edwin Drood but also Beryl in the 1932 version of The Hound of the Baskervilles!

The Hound of the Baskervilles.  That’s the one where Forbes played Sir Hugo just four years later with Basil Rathbone as Sherlock Holmes.
You just can’t get away from these people!


A Hollywood Marry-Go-Round any way you look at it!
FOOD FOR THOUGHT:
Was this an early peek at the first face transplant?!?!—Aunt Battie
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HOLLYWOOD MARRY-GO-ROUND:
A Marriage Made . . . Only in Hollywood?
Only in Hollywood would you have a ménage like this . . . when people never have been sure just who was whom in The Bride of Frankenstein!
Was Valerie Hobson the Bride as Elizabeth Frankenstein or Elsa Lanchester as “The Monster’s Mate”?  (That’s how www.imdb.com refers to La Lanchester!)

[image: image12.jpg]


  [image: image13.jpg]



(Valerie Hobson)   (Elsa Lanchester)

Come to think of it . . . during a good part of the movie, Henry Frankenstein and Elizabeth (Valerie Hobson) aren’t married, since it’s a carry over from Frankenstein that they hadn’t actually gotten around to getting married yet at the end of the first movie.
Makes you wonder what Elizabeth was doing in his bedroom, running around in nightclothes!

That was back in the day of the Hays Office when properly married couples couldn’t be shown in the same bed in the movies!  Or else somebody had to keep one foot on the floor if they were in the same bed!
Universal Studios may have contributed to the confusion, having Elsa Lanchester play Mary Shelley with her husband at the beginning of the movie as well as the role later in the movie of the femme de Frankenstein.

Try to find a picture of  that scene in a Google search.

You’re more likely to find Lanchester made up as you-know-who:
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(Doesn’t she just scream for a good hairdresser?)
Or even Dr. Praetorius, who wants the Baron’s help in a matter of making little feet patter all over the laboratory!  It makes you stop and think!
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(Ernest Theisger as Dr. Praetorius)

 Of course, in the next entry in the series, The Son of Frankenstein and wife still had to sleep in twin beds.  And who in the heck came up with . . . 
If the house is filled with dread,

Place the beds at head to head.

Come to think of it, Ygor (Bela Lugosi) does try to hand Baron Wolf von Frankenstein a line that the Monster is sort of a half-brother to the Baron.
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(Bela Lugosi as Ygor, Basil Rathbone as Dr. Frankenstein
and Boris Karloff as the Monster.)
Maven would have insisted on a paternity test at that point except how would you get the blood sample from Big Brother?!

Not to mention Bela Lugosi uttering the classic line about the Monster:

“He’s my friend.  He . . . does things for me!”
SATURDAY MATINEE:

House of Dracula

This is a Vintage Maven Review but it fits in perfectly.
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(Gloria Holden as Dracula’s Daughter)


Dracula’s Daughter (1936) is a bit uneven but holds up well as the first sequel to Bela Lugosi’s classic Dracula (1931).


Countess Marya Zaleska (Gloria Holden) turns out to be even more bloodthirsty than Dear Old Dad when she takes a bite out of crime (also known as the cop on the desk, Billy Bevan) to retrieve her father’s body.
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(Billy Bevan)


The next scene is effective as she burns it up in a belated funeral pyre.  It’s effective as long as you don’t realize that Dracula’s body is actually a stand-in for ole Drac.
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Or would it be a “laying-in”?!  Or a “hunk-a-hunk of burning love”?!

Dracula’s Daughter is a visually lighter film than its predecessor but also is occasionally lighter in content with Dr. Jeffrey Garth (Otto Kruger) and Janet Blake (Margarite Churchill) as hero and heroine.  

Their banter may have been to counter the Countess’ struggle with her “angst.”
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(Nan Grey with Gloria Holden)


The scene of the Countess in her studio with Lili (Nan Grey) is an effective counter with its underlying sexual tension that you don’t get with Garth and Blake.  

Now that’s angst!


Maven rates this movie as at least a mustsee, if not a musthave.

Then we come to Lon Chaney, Jr., as The Son of Dracula.

Lon Chaney’s “Lennie” in Of Mice and Men was certainly considered a high point of his career as well as his Larry Talbot in the classic The Wolf Man.

The Son of Dracula (1943) . . . what can Maven say?!
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(Lon Chaney and George Irving as Colonel  Caldwell)


Lon Chaney’s appearance in the hall just before the scene in this still sets the pace for his Dracula.


He is seen in bat form reflected in the mirror as he goes down the hall which we all know is a vampire no-no.


You’d think that somebody among all the people working on these movies at Universal would have picked up on this. . . .  Of course, if quality control had been better at the studios, we couldn’t enjoy all these bloopers!


And you do have to wonder if Chaney really couldn’t do any better in The Son of Dracula or was it the director’s fault for his . . . dare I suggest . . . wooden-stake performance?
It can also constitute false advertising as Lon Chaney isn’t Sonny Boy but Daddy-O  himself.
Aunt Battie is tickled pink that this wasn’t released sixty years later or it would be greeted with choruses of “Who’s your daddy?” 
amid hoots of glee by the audience!

Compare Lon Chaney’s vampire to Bela Lugosi’s Dracula and Chaney comes off as Dracula Lite.


The Son of Dracula is otherwise worth seeing, given Universal’s excellent casting pool, with the likes of J. Edward Bromberg, Evelyn Ankers, and Louise Albritton.

Let’s not forget Universal’s production standards (including—especially!—Dracula’s coffin coming up from a swamp).

One last note:  Aunt Battie is still tittering over this publicity 

still that she found.
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(Louise Albritton, Lon Chaney and one of Aunt Battie’s cousins!)
What DOES he have on his mind and,

no, it ain’t her carotid artery!
THE MAIN EVENT:   

The Quiet Man
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The Quiet Man (1952) was a family movie going and coming.


For starters, John Ford directed his older brother, Francis Ford, as Dan Tobin who rises from his deathbed to catch John Wayne and Victor McLaglen going at it at the end of the movie.

John Wayne (Sean Thornton) had several of his children in the race scene as extras: Michael, Toni, Patrick and Melinda.

Then there were the brothers Arthur Shields (the Reverend Playfair) and Barry Fitzgerald (Michaeleen Oge Flynn) plus Maureen O’Hara (all Dublin born) in a movie filmed in their native Ireland.


Not to mention Victor McLaglen  as  Squire “Red” Will Danaher and HIS son, Andrew V. McLaglen as a second assistant director!
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(Arthur Shields and Barry Fitzgerald)
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(Maureen O’Hara)

Heck, O’Hara and Wayne worked so well together on screen that you almost expected them to be married in real life!

Maven could make an argument that The Quiet Man reminds her of their later McClintock! (1963)—both smack of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.
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(John Wayne and his frequent costar, Maureen O’Hara)

She could but who cares when you get Wayne, O’Hara, Fitzgerald, Shields, Victor McLaglen PLUS: Ward Bond, Mildred Natwick, Sean McClory and Ken Curtis (he of Festus fame on television’s Gunsmoke).

Then there’s all that lovely Irish scenery in the movie!
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(Barry Fitzgerald and John Wayne)


A check with www.imdb.com lists the sites where they filmed that you might want to check out:


Ashford Castle, County Mayo, Ireland



Cong, County Mayo, Ireland



Qughterard, County Mayo, Ireland


There’s quite a website at www.quietman-cong.com that has the Quiet Man Cottage Museum.
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Maven warns you that if you click to www.museumofmay.com/quietman.htm . . . it’s one of those websites that’s hard to get out of!

That exquisite scenery had to have helped The Quiet Man win the Academy Award for Best Cinematography (Color) in 1953.


John Ford got the Award for Best Director and shared honors with Merian C. Cooper for Best Picture.


And the story?


Wayne’s Sean Thornton returns to his family’s home in Ireland with a deep dark secret and falls in love with O’Hara’s Mary Kate Danaher.

The problems arise with his American style of doing things and her traditionally Irish ways with Big Brother McLaglen (Squire Danaher) being a pain in the  . . .  pub!


Not all Wayne fans will like this but it’s still worth watching, especially if you want to talk your guy into a romantic movie that he’ll be able to watch with you!


Just let Maven know if you ever find out what Maureen O’Hara whispers into John Wayne’s ear at the ending that got him to follow her into “their” cottage!
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B-FEATURE:
The Chaneys Will Get You If You Don’t Watch Out!
Anybody who is considering messing with THIS family . . . 

Be afraid! 
Be VERY afraid!

The Chaneys, father and son, had such well-known careers that many still have to make clear which one is under discussion.

Lon Chaney, Sr., learned how to communicate to audiences years before he ever stepped on a stage and how to do it without making a sound.
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(Lon Chaney, Sr.’s career lasted from 1913 – 1930)

He had to start learning early because both of his parents were deaf.  His mother’s parents had been the first to establish a school for the deaf in Colorado in 1874.


Chaney went beyond what we might call “talking” to deaf people since he used his whole body, perfecting what he did into an eloquent art form that working in silent films was almost kindergarten stuff for him!


Lon Chaney made his amateur debut working at the ripe old age of nineteen in 1902 in a nearby Opera House.

He soon graduated to a musical comedy group that came through, working as a dancer with a grace that was a by-product of communicating with deaf people around him.


Chaney also started to develop as a comic actor around this time as he was meeting his future wife, Cleva Creighton in Oklahoma City.

Now you know how Lon Chaney, Jr., got his birth name of Chreighton Chaney.
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(Lon Chaney, Jr.’s career started in 1931 and lasted to 1971)

Cleva was hardly the typical wife of the era.  She was a singer when she met Lon, Sr., and they worked up an act together.

She eventually wanted more of a life than she found with him to the point that she even allowed strangers to buy her drinks in saloons.

Chaney turned to the burgeoning motion picture industry after the embarrassing turn of his marriage:  He’d had to file for divorce and custody of Creighton after Cleve swallowed poison off-stage during one of his solo performances, permanently damaging her vocal cords.

Her suicide attempt ruined her career but started Lon Chaney, Sr., in the career that made him a household name.

Lon Chaney landed at Universal Studios in an era when many actors were hired to put on their own make-up and use their own clothes.
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He also became known for the physically demanding roles where he seemed to distort himself, like The Penalty (1920).
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(The Penalty)
He strapped his legs behind him in that role as he had strapped the hump on his back for one of his best known roles:
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(The Hunchback of Notre Dame - 1920)


There is a website by a wiseacre who says that the best, most-sought-after movie of all time, Chaney’s 1927 London After Midnight, isn’t lost at all.


Bull-hockey!
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(Lon Chaney in one of his dual roles in London After Midnight)

The Turner Classic Movie Channel on cable aired the STILL restoration of Lon Chaney’s collaboration with Todd Browning, using photographs taken while the movie was being made with the original titles.


Maven knows because she taped a copy for herself when they premiered it.
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(Lon Chaney on the right as the Scotland Yard Inspector in London After Midnight, with [l. to r.] Conrad Nagel, Polly Moran, and Henry B. Walthall)
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(Lon Chaney, Sr., in makeup for one of his best-known works in The Phantom of the Opera)

His son, like many others, had to depend on the artistry of Jack Pierce at Universal Studios.
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(Jack Pierce making Lon, Jr., up as The Wolf Man, 19940)

You got the feeling, though, that Junior wasn’t as enthused about any of it!
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(Lon Chaney being made up for one of the last three 

movies in the Mummy sequels)

Or maybe it was just that he never got any lines the last three (3) Mummy movies made where he was Kharis!


You realize how important the makeup artist is for the continuity of Universal’s Monsters when you compare Chaney’s Wolf Man, Mummy, and the Frankenstein Monster to one as The Wolf Man with Lou Costello in Abbott Costello Meet Frankenstein.
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(Lon Chaney as The Mummy, Wolf Man and Frankenstein’s Mummy with Evelyn Ankers and Bela Leucosis as Ygor.)
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(Lou Costello and Lon Chaney in Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein)

That’s something that Maven hadn’t noticed growing up:  Bud Westmore of the makeup dynasty made Chaney, Jr., up for his role as “Wolfie” in 1948’s Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein.
MAVEN’S BOOKSHELF:  

Guess Who?!?!
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(Bela Lugosi, David Manners, Helen Chandler, and Dwight Frye)

You just never know who’s going to show up here, are you?!

Just one thing:  reading that book comes as something of a shock after seeing Bela Lugosi’s career-making . . . and career-breaking . . . role.


Yes, Dracula was originally a novel written by Bram Stoker in 1897.


It’s hard to imagine that stories like Dracula and Frankenstein were published before modern media inventions like—forget motion pictures—before radio and the Wright Brothers’ airplane at Kitty Hawk.
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(Bram Stoker, 1847 – 1912)


Maven and Aunt Battie urge everyone to read it at least once, if only for comparison to all the movies versions we’ve seen over the years, but be warned:

Stoker wrote it in diary-form so it may take some getting used to.


You can download not only the e-text of Dracula but another of his stories, The Lair of the White Worm* at http://stoker.thefreelibrary.com:
“An archaeologist unearths the skull of a giant worm that
he believes was worshipped as a god during Roman times.”
Aunt Battie is wondering why television shows like “Fear Factor” haven’t tried to make something from this story!

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

WANT ADS:
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
NEED EVENING CLOTHES FOR 
THAT VERY SPECIAL NIGHT?

WANT TO LEAVE HER 
SWOONING IN YOUR ARMS?

NEED SOMEONE WHO SPECIALIZES

IN UNFORGETTABLE NECKWEAR?

THEN YOU NEED TO COME TO 
Tuxedoes-Are-Us!!

WE’LL TAILOR YOUR CLOTHES TO
WITHIN AN INCH OF YOUR LIFE!
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BELA KARLOVV, PROPIETOR

666 ABBEY ROAD

CENTRAL TRANSYLVANIA

EASTERN EUROPE

(COMING SOON TO A SPOT NEAR YOUR

FAVORITE STARBUCKS®)
Or TUXEDOESTODIEFOR@COM!
ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB

WE PROMISE TO TAKE A BITE
OUT OF YOUR WALLET!
Are you a baby boomer?

Are you ready to retire?

Get away from work and the family?

Come to Boomers-AREN’T-Us!

Stay in our elegant new facilities with every 

service you can think of!!
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We even have a doctor and staff to help 

take away your aches and pains!
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Be close to all the exciting places you want to BE!

Be the wild creature you used to be all over again!
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Call Tabitha at 817.555.OUTOFTHISWORLD

Or email us at fortheboids.com
MOM’S Diner
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Just like Mom used to make!

You can sink your teeth into our

Breakfast!  Lunch! Dinner!

And Our Tea Time is Beyond Description!

And you’ll go home relaxed and ready for bed  

Like you’ve never been in your life!

You’ll want to keep some tea goodies on hand

For those unexpected guests who just Pop in!

92851Alucard Avenue

Southern Vladeria, Carpathia

817.555.6666
Delivery Boys DeLuxe!
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Where you get to tell us where to go!

Just call 817.555.6699 and ask for Ditzy!
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
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