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FROM MAVEN’S DESK:


December 7, 2007, is the 66th anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.


Maven would like to pay tribute not only to the lives affected in that event but the movie based on it, Tora!  Tora! Tora!


Maven has something of a bias:  her mother had friends who had been there, a doctor in the US Navy and his nurse wife who both had helped to take care of those hurt in the attack.  One of their treasures that this couple managed to get out was a fruit bowl that they gave Maven’s mother as a wedding present shortly there after.


The Man Who Came to Dinner  was a comedy with the likes of Betty Davis, Ann Sheridan and Monte Wooley that came out on January 1, 1942.  It was worked well as an antidote for the American Public still in shock from the attack.


And Maven would like to take a speech from another movie made during the days of World War II because she thinks it still holds true for us today in the aftermath of September 11, 2001:

[From Since You Went Away (1944), with Lionel Barrymore as the clergyman giving the sermon:]

In these troublous times when many of our loved ones are making the supreme sacrifice, I have searched the holy scriptures and my heart for some message of comfort and inspiration to you.  On other occasions I have quoted from St. John and the prophet Zachariah. I’ve reminded you of the 23rd Psalm, “Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.”

Today I offer you the words of a Maryland lawyer [Francis Scott Key], from another day when Americans were fighting to preserve their sacred heritage of liberty:

“Oh, just be it ever when free men stand shall stand 

Between their loved home and the war’s desolation!

Blest with victory and peace, may the heav’n rescued land

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just.

And this be our Motto: “In God is our trust.”

Those words have become the last stanza of our national anthem.

NOTE:  This doesn’t include the last two lines of the last stanza:

“And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!”

For those who want to check this, it’s just over one hour and forty-five minutes into the movie.


Now you’ll know the rest of the story.
WEBSITE OF THE MONTH:

A DAY WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY
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(Thirty-second President 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt)


How many of us know that phrase, from Franklin D. Roosevelt’s speech asking Congress to declare war on Japan, December 8, 1941?


We all should if we learned our nation’s history properly.


How many of us remember ever hearing the whole speech?  Or even past a clip of FDR saying “A day which will live in infamy. . . “?


Maven can’t so Maven did her research.


There is a site that has the audio version and a copy of FDR’s speech:

www.umkc.edu/lib/spec-col/ww2/PearlHarbor/fdr-speech.htm 

This is about serious stuff, folks, but well-worth the time to check out for the 66th anniversary of a defining moment in our country’s history.
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(The USS Arizona, Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941,

 from www.aviation-history.com/airmen/pearl.htm 

which has personal memories of the day.)

And besides . . . movies like TORA!  TORA!  TORA! are great examples of incredible stories told to hold the audiences’ attention, albeit for upwards of three hours.

Maven does have a problem with one reviewer who complained that the movie’s makers spoiled the ending because everybody already knew the ending. . . .

Not to mention the reviewer who complained that the attack wrecked the ending of a great movie:  Pearl Harbor (2001) with Ben Affleck.
Picky, picky, picky!

As far as Maven is concerned . . . this romance got in the way of a perfectly good story.  

It says something about Hollywood that they found the story behind December 7, 1941, wasn’t enough to pull in today’s movie audiences.

Maybe they didn’t remember the day that remains in infamy anymore than your average American of today.

BLOOPERS:
     
     Tora!  Tora!  Tora!  (1970)
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(Poster for the movie Tora! Tora! Tora! [1970])


There are loads of goodies on The Internet Move Database goofs page for Tora!  Tora!  Tora! (1970) over at www.imdb.com/title/tt0066473/goofs. 

They go from all the planes used in the film (that were either not in use in 1941 or otherwise improperly used) to dressing the people (watches and parts of uniforms developed after World War II) to memorials or other monuments (that weren’t built until after 1945), etc.
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(The U.S. Navy Band)


Such as the U.S. Navy Band playing The Star-Spangled Banner at the beginning of the attack seems to have the audio and visuals out of sync plus seems to have played it twice.
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(The Flying Fortress, models B-17 F and B-17 G)


The movie also substituted B-17 Fs and B-17 Gs of the Flying Fortress for the B-17 D used at the beginning of World War II.
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(The B-17 D model of the Flying Fortress and the U.S.S. Nevada)


The full-scale replica of the U.S. Nevada in the movie has too many guns versus the miniature used in the Battleship Row scene.
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(The U.S. Capital)


The U.S. Capitol shown in the movie was the right building, alright.  It was just the wrong time since the building had wooden braces on it while the columns were being rebuilt at the time that Tora! Tora! Tora! was made. 


Aw, heck.


Just go to www.imdb.com/title/tt006473/goofs!!
THE MAIN EVENT: 

 TORA!  TORA!  TORA!  (1970)
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(“Photo # NH 97325-KN  USS Coral Sea passes the USS Arizona Memorial, April 1963 – From www.history.navy.mil/photos/images/h97000/h97325k.jpg) 


Now it’s time for the Main Feature and Maven can’t get any “Mainer” than the Second World War . . .  the day that will live in infamy.


This is the 66th Anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.


The Pearl Harbor Memorial of the USS Arizona is still visited by people from all over the world.
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(A replica of the Japanese Zero that was used in 

the filming of Tora!  Tora!  Tora !www.af.mil)


Tora! Tora! Tora! (1970) was filmed with a view to showing both sides of the war that defined a generation around the world, even to having separate productions.
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(A Poster for the 1970 movie that examined both sides of World War II)


Is it accurate?


It’s about as accurate as Hollywood can make it. . . .  Considering what has come out from that city that purports to be accurate, Maven considers Tora! Tora! Tora!  to be fairly accurate.


It certainly has some heavy hitters in it.
[image: image14.jpg]


  [image: image15.jpg]



(Joseph Cotten as Henry L. Stimson, U. S. Secretary

 of War and E.G. Marshall as Colonel Rufus S. Bratton)


You have Joseph Cotton and E. G. Marshall as Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson and E. G. Marshall as Colonel Rufus S. Bratton as their very best.

Not to mention James Whitmore as Admiral William Halsey and Martin Balsam as none other than Admiral Husband E. Short, Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Pacific Fleet.
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(Martin Balsam as Admiral Husband E. Short [Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet] and James Whitmore [as Admiral William F. Halsey]


Tora! Tora! Tora! wasn’t romanticized as many historical movies are, with a hero and heroine who struggle throughout the film and various struggles until they are either united or tragically separated at the end of the movie.


Tora! . . . was three hours long as it was, dealing with the days leading up to December 7, 1941 (and December 8th to the Japanese since they are across the International Date Line).


Perhaps the time could have been cut down if they hadn’t had so many little side notes in the movie, such as Norm Alden as the Army Corps pilot (Major Truman Landon) who lead a scheduled flight of planes that WERE expected on Dec. 7th.
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(Norm Alden as Major Truman H. Landon, US Army Air 

Corps and Neville Brand as Lieutenant Kominsky, USA.)


Or Neville Brand (as Lieutenant Kominsky) who tries to tell Richard Anderson (as Captain John Earle) that there may be a Japanese sub in Pearl Harbor.  Brand’s anger later when Anderson finally faces the attack is one of the movie’s highlights for Maven.
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(So Yamamura as Vice-Admiral Isoroko Yamamoto 

and Takahira Tomura as Lt. Cmdr. Fucida)

The Japanese sequences are every bit as good as the American parts, from writing to filming and acting.


Maven found the movie to be riveting from the get-go, even with at three hours in length.

When you are dealing with the US trying to translate the code that Japan used to communicate with its Embassy as their Ambassador is sparing for time in Washington, D. C.; the Japanese Navy trying to get to Hawaii on time for the scheduled for the attack and all the details around these scenes that flesh out the goings-on beautifully.

Tora!  Tora!  Tora! is now on DVD and Maven recommends it, along with “googling” Pearl Harbor for more information and pictures on an event that underscores the term “world war.”

