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TARA FROM GONE WITH THE WIND (1939)

One of the crown jewels of movie-making in that golden year of 1939 was David O. Selznick’s GONE WITH THE WIND by Margaret Mitchell.
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(GONE WITH THE WIND [1939] with 

Vivien Leigh as Scarlett O’Hara)


The Atlanta-born Mitchell wrote GWTW from 1926 to 1929 while recovering from several injuries.
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(Another view of Tara with David O. Selznick in 
the foreground and without the ubiquitous director)

Kay Brown brought a pre-publication copy of it to the attention of her boss, David O. Selznick, in 1936 and urged him to buy it.


Which he did—for $50,000—a mere pittance in Hollywood, even in the middle of the depression.
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(The Intermission still of Scarlett and her 

father, Gerald O’Hara, with Tara in the distance)


One major blooper that Selznick made, however, was that Scarlett O’Hara’s home, Tara, didn’t look like what he put up on the silver screen!  It was originally slapped together as the O’Hara Family grew.
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(Tara before it was torn down in 1959)


If you want to read more about Margaret Mitchell, you can check out www.gwtw.org/margaretmitchell.html.


For more on the movie GONE WITH THE WIND, you can look it up at David O. Selznick’s collection at www.hrc.utexas.edu/exhibitions/online/gwtw/.  It has a treasure-trove of information and stills.  

Anther site worth checking out is Internet Movie Database at www.imdb.com/title/tt0031381/ that has pages with goofs and trivia as well as the full cast and credits.

