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Charlie Chan in Egypt (1935) is one of Maven’s favorite movies, especially since it has Warner Oland as the Chinese detective based in Honolulu.


And no complaints about a Caucasian playing in “yellow face,” etc.


Maven has heard them all and it’s still one of her favorites.


Charlie Chan in Egypt is one of the earliest of the series that is still available and is one of the series where our ubiquitous detective was traveling the world on business:  From London to Paris to Egypt to . . . .  


Warner Oland’s Chan hardly spends any time in Hawaii, much less Honolulu but what a time he has traveling the globe!!


The French Archeological Society has sent Chan to Egypt to find why some of the architectural finds from Pharaoh Ahmeti’s tomb
Professor Arnold (George Irving), head of the expedition, is unavailable and . . . apparently “unfindable” so his daughter, Carol Arnold (Pat Paterson) asks for Chan’s help in finding him.
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This entry in the Chan series is very much like a serial in that it does have periodic moments like you’d find in such cliffhangers.


It even starts off with a surprise when Arnold (with most of the rest of the cast and then some!) opens Ahmeti’s tomb, which looks amazingly like Tutanhkamun’s tomb.


But then most of the Egyptian tombs in the movies then did.
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Oh, well.

Back to  . . . Egypt . . . 


So Arnold is digging out huge blocks almost bare-handed and by himself.


Must have been taking his Geritol ’cause those suckers weigh a ton which is just as well because they seem to have been acting as health insurance.


Arnold’s helper, Ali, gets nosy as soon as he can and gets a lethal whiff of air coming out of the tomb. . . they never do tell us what the lethal whiff is.

It leaves Maven to wonder if they smoked up a storm of particularly nasty tobacco before sealing it up for the ages?!


Maybe that’s where the Marlboro Man commercials were filmed?!

Charlie Chan isn’t entirely safe because he arrives by plane, goes tomb hunting as target practice for a boulder-tossing nutcase and fumes over his own bad violin music.
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(Warner Oland as the Chinese Chan, Arthur Stone as an Arab guide 

and Stepin Fetchit as the then-usually witless Negro servant.)


AND there are the usual stereotypes besides the Swedish-born Oland as the Chinese Charlie Chan.

Stepin Fetchit is the usual Black servant for the period in the movies with one side-note for just this movie:  His character of Snowshoes was won in a game of chance by the hero, Tom Evans. 

We also have a young actress, Rita Cansino, skulking around in an ethnic role other than her own Hispanic background early in her career before she raised her hairline and colored her hair red.
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(Rita Cansino as Nayda before she became the

 ultimate pin-up known as Rita Hayworth.)


Plus the aforementioned Carol Arnold gets whacked out on some funny cigarettes that were about 30 years ahead of their time or else were snitched from some of those tombs there in the Valley of the Kings!

Her love interest, Tom Evans (Thomas Beck), is almost whacked twice all by himself:  Once when he dives into a hidden pool in the tomb (really dumb when he didn’t know how deep it was) only to get shot shortly thereafter.

Maven must correct herself:  The dumb dive makes it three times when he was almost stabbed by the villain as Evans recuperates from the surgery on the gunshot wound.
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(Rita Hayworth and Pat Paterson being frightened 

in a shot that isn’t in the movie!)


But our rotund Chinese detective saves the day . . . and everybody else . . . when he finds the bad guy who has been running amuck with all that smoke and stuff.


Thank goodness because a muck is mighty unpleasant left unchecked, especially with all that nasty smoking going on!


