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CHARLIE CHAN . . . PSYCHIC?
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(Warner Oland as Charlie Chan)

This is an excerpt from Hollywood and the Supernatural by Sherry Hansen-Steiger and Brad Steiger, St. Martin’s Press, New York, 1990, pages 18 – 19:

Warner Oland, the Swedish-born actor who became typecast as an Oriental, enacted the inimitable detective Charlie Chan on the screen with conviction.  True to his inscrutable guise, his quiet knowledge masked his acceptance of death.


When Charlie Chan at Monte Carlo (1937) was being planned, it was suddenly discovered that Oland was nowhere to be found.  He was eventually located sunning himself on the sandy beaches of Honolulu.  Approached by studio representatives, he strenuously insisted that he would not appear in another Charlie Chan film.  The studio prevailed as he gave in with, “All right.  I guess I can do one more for you.”


At the completion of the film, Oland was again approached by the directors with the script for the next Chan.  Amid blandishments and pleas, they reminded the actor that the series had been successful for more than ten years and they certainly did not wish it to end.
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(Charlie Chan in Monte Carlo [1937] – Left to right: 

Warner Oland as Charlie Chan, Keye Luke as Lee 

Chan, and Harold Huber as Jules Joubert.)



Oland listened patiently.  He was not difficult.  He did not make impossible demands.  He simply told them that it would not be wise to count on him.  “I don’t think you’ll see me here again,” he said softly.  The studio confidently went ahead with its plans, convinced that they could again persuade Oland to come through once more as Charlie Chan.


He confounded them all.  A few days later, Warner Oland quietly passed away of natural causes.  It was obvious that he had felt no need to argue with the directors and producers.  He knew that the studio would have no choice other than to bow to his demise.

[Note:  Maven knows through a fellow Chanaholic who has researched Warner Oland’s life that there was a longer period between when Oland left the studio and when he died.


For one thing, Warner Oland traveled to his homeland of Sweden (he also took time on the trip to visit friends in Italy) where he took ill and died.


That’s why Maven loves these stories but leaves the reader to believe or not—it’s your call!]
