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DINNER AT EIGHT (1933)


Can you imagine Jean Harlow on the same movie set as The Wizard of Oz’s Glenda the Good Witch?


How about Lionel and John Barrymore in the same movie without appearing in any scenes together?!
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That is exactly what you get in Dinner at Eight (1933).


Millicent Jordan (Billie Burke) finds out that Lord Ferncliff is visiting from New York so she gets busy planning a dinner for them on Friday night at 8 o’clock.


Then the stuff hits the fan as we find out what the hosts and guest do to and with each other as the dinner approaches.
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(Top, Philip Holmes and Madge Evans; Bottom, from

 left, Billie Burke, Wallace Beery and Jean Harlow)


There is Millicent’s husband, Oliver Jordan (Lionel Barrymore), and her daughter, Paula (Madge Evans).
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(Lionel Barrymore and Jean Harlow, 

looking like Beauty and the Beast)


Oliver spends most of the movie worrying about his family shipping company going under, not knowing that he has wanted Dan Packard (Wallace Beery) to be invited to dinner—The very man who is trying to buy up Jordan’s Shipping Line.
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(Madge Evans and John Barrymore)

Paula wants to call off her engagement to Ernest Degraff (Phillip Holmes) because she’s in love with Larry Renault (John Barrymore).

He’s in New York to get work in a play that’ll put his career back on the right track.
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(Jean Harlow)


Dan Packard’s wife, Kitty (Jean Harlow), wants to go to the Jordan’s’ dinner for Lord Ferncliff about as much as she wants to continue the affair that she’s having with Dr. Wayne Talbott (Edmund Lowe).


And then there is Marie Dressler.


The fabulous Marie Dressler.


In a field of beautiful thoroughbreds, Marie Dressler is a Clydesdale that helps pull the Budweiser truck.


You know the ones . . . the ones that may be big but they can carry whatever you throw at ’em!
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(Marie Dressler as Carlotta Vance)


She plays a former actress who held her audiences (especially the men) in her thrall in her youth and she’s returned to New York for help converting the “gifts” from former admirers into cash.


Which brings her to Oliver Jordan’s offices in hopes that he can buy her Jordan stock—the only things she ever bought for herself.


He can’t afford to and turns to his next guest for help, Dan Packard (Wallace Beery), who’s too busy cheating Jordan to realize that his wife, Kitty (Jean Harlow), is carrying on with Dr. Talbott who later gives Jordan a check-up that reveals that his heart is giving out.


The balance of the movie revolves around how these characters interact but you have to give credit especially to Dressler and Harlow who steal every scene they’re in.


Marie Dressler is a delight whether she’s remembering the soft spot she developed for Jordan when he wanted to marry her years before; trying to get along with his wife, Millicent (Billie Burke); or telling Paula Jordan that her great lover, Larry Renault (John Barrymore,) has . . . .


Maven can’t tell everything!


But she can tell you that Jean Harlow is superb as Kitty Packard, going from doing her baby talk to get her husband to go to the Jordan’s for dinner to giving Wallace Beery as her husband as good as she gets.


The supreme moment of the movie, however, is at the last but well worth it.


Everyone is going in to dinner at the Jordan’s’ and Dressler and Harlow are bringing up the rear when Harlow stops and announces that she recently read a nutty kind of a book about civilization.


Dressler stops dead in her tracks at the idea of Harlow even knowing what a book IS and then Harlow tells her that “machinery is going to take place of every profession?”
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(Marie Dressler as Carlotta Vance 

and Jean Harlow as Kitty Packard)


Marie Dressler looks Jean Harlow up and down and says, “My dear, that is something that YOU need never worry about!”

