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ERNEST MORRISON
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(Ernest Morrison)


Ernest Morrison appeared as “The Little Boy” in Haunted Spooks (1920) with Harold Lloyd and what a delight he was!


The audience understood right away why he known as “Smilin’ Sammy” Morrison!


Morrison was also known by variations of “Little Sambo” Morrison.


The racism of the day couldn’t hide his talent though.


His father was working as chef for a wealthy family in Los Angeles who had connections in the film industry when Ernest was born on December 12, 1912.

Turns out that one of the boss’ friends was a producer who wasn’t too happy with how one baby seemed to be working out in a movie and asked for Ernest.

Ernest went on to work with the aforementioned Lloyd, the comedy master of Hal Roach’s studio, a stint as one of the early Our Gang and then a 16 year hitch in vaudeville, starting in 1924.
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(Morrison, left, was billed as “Sunshine Sammy Morrison” 

in the early Our Gang shorts.)

Sam Katzman remembered him when Katzman was casting the East Side Kids (aka the Dead End Kids and the Bowery Boys).

Ernest was billed as “Sammy Morrison” playing the character of “Scruno” when they made such movies as Spooks Run Wild (1941) with Bela Lugosi and Angelo Rossitto as a couple of very suspicious creatures of the night.
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(You can just barely see Ernest Morrison on the right in the center picture with the other “Kids” but this does give you some idea of the fun they had with Bela Lugsoi.)

They play city kids who are taken out for an extended stay in the country and still end up in trouble:  They wind up at  a house “haunted” by a vampire (played by guess who) with his dwarf assistant, Angelo Rossetti.

Dennis Moore plays Dr. Von Grosch, who is hunting the “Monster.”

At least this movie gets creative and calls Lugosi something besides the old standby of “Vampire”!

They met up with Lugosi again in Ghosts on the Loose (1943).

The story starts out with Betty Williams (a 21-year-old Ava Gardner) getting married with her brother, Glimpy (Huntz Hall), and his friends singing at her wedding.

Glimpy, Mugs, Scruno and all decide to go to her new home and clean it up as a wedding present, mixing that house up with the one next door where Bela Lugosi heads a gang of Nazis using it as a printing plant.

Maven heard about the movie through friends who were trying to figure out just what Lugosi is saying in a scene with Morrison as Scruno.
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(Morrison and Lugosi in the infamous 
sneezing scene in Ghosts on the Loose.)

Lugosi was standing in place of a portrait over the fireplace 

mantel that Morrison was dusting.

The dust he’s raising seems to make Lugosi sneeze . . . but is 

Bela actually saying what many suspect . . . “Ah, sh*t”?!?!

Ghosts on the Loose is commercially available on DVD
for those who want to investigate for themselves!
Ernest Morrison was drafted into the army during World War II.

He turned down the offer to return to the East Side Kids and only worked in a few other movies. 

Morrison ended up spending the next thirty years in an airplane assembly plant.

The imdb.com says that he “[L]ed the standing ovation for his discoverer, former boss, and old friend, pioneer film producer Hal Roach, when the later received a Lifetime Achievement Oscar at the 1984 Academy Awards.”

“I was the first black movie personality to be featured in fan magazines and the first black to be a millionaire because of the movies.  My family is close and very loving with each other.  I have good health and I drove a Continental Mark IV.  I fall asleep every night of my life counting my many, many blessings.”

The young actors in the Harry Potter series today face the same problem that many “child” actors did then:  Growing up faster than your screen counterparts.

The “Kids” in the East Side Kids were already around 20—or older like Morrison—when they made Spooks Run Wild.  

But who cares when you are enjoying their movies for the umpteenth time!

