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Haunted Gold (1932)

with John Wayne 

Haunted Gold  (1941) is a surprise of a John Wayne movie!


It’s the typical old-dark-house mystery in a ghost town with a house being lived in, a phantom skulking about, hidden tunnels, a treasure, a heroine in distress and the hero . . . well, what women wouldn’t want a very young John Wayne to come to her rescue—at least in her fantasies!
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(John Wayne and Duke.)


It’s one in a series of Westerns that Wayne made after taking over from Ken Maynard, even to getting Duke the horse.


Or a close a horse as could be found so they could blend in old shots of Maynard with HIS Duke from the archives.


Why waste old film?!


Besides, some people like Maven love to see if they can tell the old film from the new stuff!


It does have the prejudice of the period with Blue Washington as Clarence Washington Brown, sidekick to John Wayne’s John Mason.


His role as Clarence is of the “Shore ’nuff, Massa?” type who is superstitious to the point of rolling dice to see what he should do next.


His Clarence needs some place to sleep early in the movie.  Where Wayne’s white John Mason is taken into his host’s home, Tom Benedict (Erville Alderson) directs the African American across the street to a house on the corner.


You know the kind of house.


The derelict type of place that kids love to think is haunted.


And that’s the way Blue Washington is directed to play his character.  He’d rather sit on his horse out in the street.


[Please remember that this was made in 1932 before sending any angry letters to Maven! Maybe they thought sitting out on the horse in the street was preferable for the audience than bringing in the horse to sleep with in the house . . . on second thought . . . Maven doesn’t want to go there either!]


Washington even tries to pass—you should forgive Maven using that word but it fits here—as . . . “The Phantom”!


The bad guys get scared off until the fake Phantom opens his mouth and they decide that no respectable phantom would have that “watermelon accent”.


They—and the Phantom—all run around the house, the tunnel, the ghost town, the mine, everything but Orson Welles’ Xanadu from Citizen Kane.


Maven wouldn’t write this stuff.  If she did, it would be a heck of a lot funnier than racist.


This is otherwise as good as the audience could want—either as an old-dark-house mystery or as a John Wayne film.


He even gets the girl!
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(Sheila Terry as Janet Carter)


Sheila Terry is Janet Carter and is a delight to Maven since her heroine is both intelligent and proactive as well as the then-needed good looks.


She was about twenty-two when Terry made Haunted Gold and made some forty-seven movies from 1932 to 1938 and sadly, tragically, died less than twenty years later.


Wayne fans are lucky enough, though, to get to see her in two other of his films:  The Lawless Frontier  and ’Neath the Arizona Skies, both made in 1934.

