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AUNT SARAH


Maven was privileged to interview a most interesting lady, Lady Sarah Weinstein, star of the Trillo and Suede movie, Oxford Park.
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(Aunt Sarah)

I understand that you are a Lady in the English sense as well as in the sense of being a “gentlewoman”. . . .  Did your family approve of our going into the acting profession?

My family approved of my doing anything that would get me out of our tenement apartment.  There were a dozen of us crowded into one room.  I had to share a suitcase with three siblings.

Did you have any formal training?



I had an on the job education.  A talent scout discovered me one day as I was drinking a malted at Shmulik’s deli on Delancey Street, on New York’s Lower East Side.  He immediately introduced me to Syd Chaplin, who was in New York casting a film called The Hoochy-koochy Dancer.  I was cast in the lead role.


The film was a big success in its day, but has gone missing for decades. 



Rumors suggest that it may be found together with another missing film, Charlie Chan Carries On, since the two films often played at theaters as a double feature.



By the way, the title of the Chan film refers to the fact that Chan was carrying on with me!

[image: image2.jpg]



(Charlie Chan Carries On [1931] with Warner Oland as the 

Detective and Marguerite Churchill as Pamela Potter)

How long have you know Jonathan Geffner and Company like Sam, Suzy, Sayid and the others?


Not long, only a couple of decades.

How do you all get along?

They’re a nice bunch, but they fail to appreciate my thespian talents for what they are.  Modesty prevents me from commenting further.
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(Ezra, Shmendrik, Chippy, Jonathan, 

Aunt Sarah and Sam)

When did you find out about Jonathan Geffner’s movie project, Boxford Park?


Jonathan showed me the script in 2004.

Did Jonathan and Ian Lewis [of the Farnham Film Company] want you from the get-go and write the role of Sarah, Lady Oxford, for you?

Jonathan had me in mind, of course, when he wrote it.  When Ian met me, he realized Jonathan’s mistake immediately; I was clearly better suited to play the role of Laura, the young ingénue.   But, sadly, that role had already been cast [with Catherine Bellamy].
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(Catherine Bellamy as Laura)

Did you know early on what a pivotal role you would have?


I was taken aback by the brevity of my role.  This was quite foolish of Jonathan, not to better utilize my talents.  But modesty prevents me from mentioning how many of my fans have insisted that my performance is the shining glory of the film.
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(Aunt Sarah)

Did you enjoy the change of scenery in England?


I love the overcast, rainy, gloomy, dark, dank, depressing English countryside.

Was it easy to work with a British cast?


Oh, yes, they appreciate a true thespian artist more than do their American counterparts.  The girl who played Laura (Catherine Bellamy), in particular, was a doll.

Do you think there is a future in Dummy Noir?


It is the only film genre that will ultimately survive the test of time.

Maven’s readers want to know . . . there have been rumors about how well you knew Charlie Chaplin and his brother, Syd, that you were Charlie’s “protégé.”  Can you comment?


I was the protégé of both Chaplins.  They fought over me till their dying breaths.
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(Syd Chaplin and his brother Charlie Chaplin 

as “The Little Tramp” and as himself.)

Is it true that you had to change your name to Penelope Blueblood for the title role in the Hollywood Epic The Shtetle Seductress?


Yes, it was deemed more fitting for my image.

And that Charlie was so jealous over you that Syd had to replace you so that they had to rework the project into what became The Great Train Robbery (1903)?


Quite true, but not the 1903 version, of course.  It was the little known remake of 1923.
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(Sam Suede, a frequent co-star of Aunt Sarah’s)

Do you have a favorite movie, actor, actress?


My favorite movie is Oxford Park.


Favorite actor?  Sam Suede.


Favorite actress?  Modesty prevents me.
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(Aunt Sarah as a chic member 

of Frank Sinatra’s Rat Pack.)

What is your opinion of Effie Snodgrass, Charlie McCarthy’s lady friend?


A lovely gal, though a bit course.
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(Effie Snodgrass)

Do you feel like a lone standard bearer for Lady Dummies?


 I have come to accept this burden of being the Quintessential Lady Dummy.
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(From the Making of . . . Documentary)


By the way, if you have not yet done so, please watch the Making of . . . documentary on the www.trilloandsuede.com web site.  It contains a lovely interview with me.
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