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KURT SCHMIDT INTERVIEW
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK:  www.charliechan.net

This is Kurt Schmidt’s website devoted to the ace Chinese detective from Honolulu.  


Kurt’s message board is one of the hot spots to check out for Chan devotees and Maven, herself, tries to check in at least once a day.


You’ll never know who will show up!


Kurt was kind enough to answer the questions that many of us have been wondering about:

WHEN DID YOU START CHARLIECHAN.NET?


October of 1995.  The domain name came along in 1998.

WHY DID YOU START YOUR WEBSITE?


I wanted to learn how to write html code and make a webpage—the WWW was then a fairly new thing.  At that time there were virtually no good film info sites. So I chose a series of films I loved from my childhood, but wanted to learn more about, and headed to the library.

WHEN DID YOU ADD YOUR MESSAGE BOARD?


January 10, 1997.

DID IT START RIGHT OFF OR DID IT TAKE A WHILE BEFORE IT GAINED THE PROMINENCE THAT IT HAS NOW?


It was surprising (to me, anyway), how many people joined in to chat on the message board right away.  Before it went up, there was really no way of knowing how much interest there was,  although I’d occasional get a nice e-mail from someone saying they liked the site.

IS THERE A CERTAIN TYPE OF PERSON THAT USUALLY COMES TO CHARLIECHAN.NET?


At one point I did a poll, and it was the 40-60 set mostly, as I recall.  But there were representatives from all age groups.  Aside from the occasional troll, folks are very polite, reasonable and literate.

HOW MUCH TIME PER WEEK DO YOU GIVE TO IT?


Not as much as I would like to, these days.  A couple of hours, perhaps.

WHAT KIND OF MOVIES DO YOU ENJOY WATCHING BESIDES CHAN FILMS?


I love Preston Sturges comedies and Robert Benchley shorts.  I enjoy Deanna Durbin movies.  Margaret Sullavan is my favorite actress from the Golden era.

ARE YOU A “COMPLETIST,” COLLECTING MORE THAN THE OLAND, TOLER AND WINTERS MOVIES?   ANY MEMORABILIA FROM THE CHANS OR OTHER MOVIES?


I am by now means a completist, or a collector of memorabilia.  I do have all the available Big Three, above. 


I have a few autographs and vintage photos of my favorites, but not a great deal.

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU’D LIKE TO SAY TO THE READERS OF MAVEN’S MOVIE MAGAZINE?


Join us on the Message Board, if you haven’t already.  It’s one of the nicest groups of folks you’ll ever meet on the Internet.  And thanks to everyone who contributes and has made the Board what it is.

Extra Credit:  Kurt’s Chan Quiz:  http://charliechan.net/quiz2/  Good Luck!


