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Nancy Drew has been a staple in Girls’ Literature since 1930.


It was inevitable that Hollywood would eventually get around to making movies of her.


But did they have to make a mish-mash of her?!
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(Bonita Granville as Nancy Drew, Frankie Thomas as 

“Ted” Nickerson and John Litel as Carson Drew)


How did Warner Bros. Studio start fouling the basic formula up?


Nancy’s ubiquitous boyfriend, Ned Nickerson, has inexplicably become “Ted”.


The Drews’ housekeeper, Hannah Gruen, has become “Effie,” the name of Hannah’s niece.


Nancy . . . the perfect . . . Nancy . . . who can do anything . . . Nancy . . . detective without peer . . . has become . . . Nancy . . . the whiner . . . Nancy . . . the can’t-do-squat . . . and, worst of all, . . . Nancy . . . the blond ditz.
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(Nancy Drew, Detective was loosely based 

on The Password to Larkspur Lane)


At least two of the movies were based on books and Nancy Drew, Detective was one of them . . . from The Password to Larkspur Lane.

A wealthy alumna, Mary Eldredge, of Nancy’s school wants to donate $250,000 to the school and disappears before she turns over the money.


Nobody thinks anything of it except Nancy (Bonita Granville) who ropes Ted (Frankie Thomas) into helping her find the elderly Mrs. Eldredge.


Maven guesses that the original book character of Helen Corning wouldn’t draw the crowd they wanted and that’s why the studio added His Nibs, Mr. Nickerson.


Why change his name?


Maybe “Ned” just didn’t have any punch?


Whoever thought up the idea should have been the one who got punched.
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(Bonita Granville and Frankie Thomas)


In Nancy Drew, Reporter, our heroine finagles a chance to cover the trial of Eula Denning (Betty Amann), accused of murdering her benefactress for money.


This is a great entry.


Nancy tricks Ted into helping her.


She lies to get them into jail to see Denning.


She lies to get Ted into a gym so she can scout around. 
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(Bonita Granville and Frankie Thomas)


She coerces Ted to lie over the phone to find out where a suspect lives.


They end up having to sing for their dinner in a Chinese restaurant.


And, sin of sins, Nancy tricks her father, Carson Drew (John Litel) into defending Eula Denning.


Lovely child, isn’t she?! 


Can you say juvenile delinquent?
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(Frankie Thomas and Bonita Granville 

in Nancy Drew . . . Trouble Shooter)


NancyDrew . . . Trouble Shooter is another real pip.


Carson Drew finally has a chance for some female companionship, which always made Maven wonder just why his relationship with his daughter was played up in the books as being such a beautiful thing.  Now Hollywood would have them on the couch being psychoanalyzed . . . if that.


On second thought . . . make that separate couches!


This movie also has Willie Best playing Apollo Johnson, the usual role where he’s supposed to be not only ignorant but very superstitious as well.


Rene Riano’s “Effie” isn’t much better.  She’s directed to play the part more like Hannah Gruen’s niece who’s named “Effie” in the books—flighty and fidgety.  


At least she has some reason to be in this movie since she ends up with poison ivy.
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(Frankie Thomas with Bonita Granville looking

 like she’s more a toddler than teenager!)


Nancy Drew and the Hidden Staircase is the other Drew movie based on one of the original stories:  The Hidden Staircase.  


The movie stays fairly close to the book where she helps two old ladies keep their house but with some glaring changes.


Nancy investigates the hidden staircase with Ted in broad daylight where she does it by herself in the middle of a rainy night by herself in the book.


Not only was there no “Ted,” “Ned,” or any other boyfriend in the original, Dad Drew was out of town for part of the story.


And the hidden staircase wasn’t nearly as long and scary as in the book where the ceiling leaked and rats ran around.


And the house with the staircase in the original story didn’t have any lights OR telephone.


Try explaining THAT to your cell phone-using grandkids!!!!
