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Stagecoach (1939) is the John Ford movie that put John Wayne on the silver screen’s map of stars.
And it was a pretty crowded screen at that with the likes of Thomas Mitchell (Gerald O’Hara that year in Gone with the Wind), John Carradine (character actor  of note already from movies and his own Shakespearean theatre work) and Claire Trevor (who would go on to star with John Wayne in The High and the Mighty in 1954).


There was Donald Meek as Samuel Peacock, a delicious copy of his own name who would appear with other greats like Walter Pidgeon (the Nick Carter series) and William Powell and Myrna Loy in The Thin Man Goes Home. 
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(Andy Devine as Buck, George Bancroft as Marshal Curly Wilcox, Donald Meek as Samuel Peacock behind John Carradine as Hatfield and Louise Platt as Lucy Mallory, Claire Trevor as “Dallas” and John Wayne as the Ringo Kid)

Andy Devine played Buck, the innocent stagecoach driver so believably innocent that it’s surprising that he didn’t play that way the rest of his career.
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(Andy Devine, George Bancroft, and John Wayne on top of the Stagecoach 

and [unknown,] Thomas Mitchell, and Louise Platt inside)


Claire Trevor plays what used to be called “soiled doves” of questionable virtue.  Her character of “Dallas” is run out of town with the town doctor, “Doc” Boone (Thomas Mitchell), who enjoys “Happy Hour” for hours at a stretch.
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(The town bluenoses!)


He lights onto Donald Meek, a traveling liquor salesman who will trouble keeping Mitchell out of his alcoholic stock.


Also on board is David Carradine as Hatfield, a professional gambler, and Lucy Mallory (Louise Platt), a very pregnant lady who is traveling to her husband’s army camp.
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(Clare Trevor and John Wayne)


They are accompanied on the journey by Henry Gatewood (Berton Churchill), an embezzler from his own bank, to the post where Mrs. Mallory will meet her husband.


Stagecoach resembles the old Western serials by being punctuated by various cliffhangers like you would have expected in any that Wayne had played in:

[image: image6.jpg]




They get chased by Indians . . . and mighty unfriendly ones at that.


Mrs. Mallory reaches her husband’s post only to find he’s off fighting Indians.


So what happens?


Of course . . . she goes into labor and the perpetually drunk Doc Boone has to get sobered up enough to deliver the cliffette—er, sorry, the baby. 


And all the while Dallas and the Ringo Kid dance around the fact that they are falling for each other even as they are both on the run . . . her from bluenoses and him from the law . . . to the very end of the movie.


So, do they ride off into the sunset together?
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Stay tuned until next week on this same bat channel at this same bat time.

