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STEVE O.

Steve, like it or not, you have become known as the go-to-guy about Charlie Chan news, especially about the Chan Boxed Sets.  How did you develop your channels of information?

There are much better sources of information than me; you’re exaggerating my abilities.  Thanks for the kind words though.  I just try to keep fellow Chan fans in the loop since there is a lot of interest.  Finding information isn’t that difficult thanks to the internet.  A number of the studios participate either directly or through intermediaries on various websites simply because it is free publicity to them.  Often just sending an e-mail through the “Contact Us” link on a website will bring a response.  Finally, fellow classic movie fans know a lot and “networking” via e-mail and such is a good way to keep up to date.
Any recommendations of websites for fellow old movie fans?

Aside from the Big Four (Kurt Schmidt’s, Rush Glick’s, John Betancourt’s and yours) I like to read www.hometheaterforum.com.  There is a ton of discussion on classic movies as well as their availability on home video.  John McElwee has put together a fantastic and richly illustrated blog at http://greenbriarpictureshows.blogspot.com  Although geared toward horror films (particularly the old ones), http://www.monsterkid.com has lots of good discussion on classic mysteries as well.  Their boards are quite active and feature well known genre authors like Tom Weaver and Tim Lucas and a studio rep from Sony/Columbia.  
There are a couple of publications still in business that honor classic films:  “Classic Images” and “Films of the Golden Age”.  The former has had multiple Chan related articles and was a leading advocate for the “cause” after FMC banned the films several years ago.

Do you or have you been razzed by family/friends about having “the old movie” habit?

Not really.  Although some of the more obscure classic films have a dwindling fan base, there are still quite a few people who remain captivated by the likes of Cary Grant and Jimmy Stewart and directors like Alfred Hitchcock and John Ford.   I also certain newer films also so whenever the discussion turns towards movies there is always something to talk about.
When did you start watching old movies and which ones were they?

Back in the early 1970s before 500 channels of nothing local stations programmed a lot of classic series movies as filler on weekends.  I remember watching Tarzan, the East Side Kids/Bowery Boys, Roy Rogers, Sherlock Holmes, and Charlie Chan.    The Japanese Godzilla type movies were popular then also.  In the late 70s/early 80s a local PBS station started a late night Mystery Theater where they would run through the Rathbone Holmes films and most of the Fox Chan films.  The Chan films had an onscreen host who would give background about the films and actors.  It was during this era I really became hooked on these films.  I should point out that these films were shown without any local controversy and the host never made apologies for showing the films nor did he tell the audience they should feel bad for liking them.
Were you the only one in your family to enjoy old movies or were/are there other members who love to get out the popcorn to watch movies with you?

All members of my family like classic films to some extent although perhaps not as much as I do.   Growing up we watched old movies together but remember this was in the pre-HBO days and there weren’t as many choices for watching newer movies as there are now.  Today, my wife and I have a Netflix account and we find movies that we both like to watch.
Is there a particular genre and/or actor that you enjoy . . . besides Charlie Chan?

My favorite genres are suspense, noir, and classic comedies.  Favorite director is Hichcock and my favorite actor is Raymond Burr.  He was a great bad guy in the movies and a great good guy on TV and made it seem easy either way.  For a good laugh I watch Laurel & Hardy.  The only genre I really don’t care for is musicals although there are some exceptions (see next question).
Do you watch any holiday-related movies, like for Halloween, Christmas, etc.?

We watch Christmas Vacation each year as well as some other more recent Christmas movies (Santa Clause series for example).  I usually break my no-musical pledge around the 4th of July and watch Yankee Doodle Dandy or 1776.  The Wizard of Oz is good for any holiday occasion.
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