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THE OLD MOVIE MAVEN
THE BLACK CAT (1934)
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Boris Karloff and Bela Lugosi!


Their very names are synonymous with horror movies at their very best!


And The Black Cat, made in 1934 was one of a series of movies Universal made, teaming them up in a highly-stylized entry while they were still at their peak as Horror Royalty.  Not to mention a role where Karloff was given a different “look” and he makes it even scarier—as always—by the slight lisp he had.

Things get started when Peter and Joan Allison (David Manners and Jacqueline Wells) are on their Eastern European honeymoon when they allow Dr. Werdegast (Bela Lugosi) to share their train compartment.  Not only is their train in a wreck but they’re in a car accident on the rain-slicked road.
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They find their way to the “moderne” home of Hjalmar Poelzig (Boris Karloff), Werdegast’s nemesis from the past who had lusted after the doctor’s wife and daughter.  The ultra modern sets of a house in the middle of nowhere belies the fact that it’s still something of an Old Dark House Mystery as well as a horror/science fiction movie.

You have Werdegast who’s been a prison of war, an attractive couple in the Allisons as just-marrieds, Poelzig who betrayed his comrades like Wedegast to escape the camps and a house built on top of enough munitions to satisfy the most blood-thirsty of movie-goers.
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Plus we discover that Poelzig has a . . .  display area for lack of better name . . . where he keeps the women in his life, including Wedergast’s late wife, whom he has embalmed and put in glass cases.


But then both Karloff and Lugosi had a great way of saying the most mundane of lines and making them memorable!
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Eventually Poelzig has his eye out for Joan Allison for his Satanic ritual that he conducts in the lower regions of the house . . . .  Will he get away with it?  Will he dress her like his other . . . trophies that he has embalmed downstairs?  Or will Wedergast manage to stop him and save both his daughter and Joan Allison?  Will David Manners ever be anything but a side issue?!
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Makes you wonder what the writers were imbibing when they came up with this story!  Either that or they had had nightmares with Lugosi and Karloff in them!


This first teaming of Karloff and Lugosi showcase them at their best and equal in power and talent and well—worth watching.

But Maven must give Bela Lugosi the last word with one of his best ever lines in response to Peter Allison saying that he’s talking a lot of superstitious baloney.


Lugosi retorts, “Superstitious, perhaps.  Baloney . . . perhaps not.”

NOTE:  The Internet Movie Database has lots of goodies that you might want to check out before watching the movie:


www.imdb.com/title/tt0024894/fullcredits

www.imdb.com/title/tt0024894/goofs

www.imdb.com/title/tt0024894/quotes

www.imdb.com/title/tt0024894/trivia
