THE B-FEATURE:                             JOHN WAYNE

John Wayne, on the other had, held up to and including his last movie, The Shootist (1976) but some critic (who shall remain nameless to protect his stupidity) decided that Wayne’s later movies were made when the ultimate cowboy was well past his prime.
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(John Wayne, “Gabby” Hayes and Yakima Canutte in Randy Rides Again [1934].)


Maven doesn’t agree.


Okay, maybe he was superb at playing John Wayne in the movies but he was always worth watching from his earliest movies like Randy Rides Again (1934) on.
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(John Wayne in his breakthrough role as 

“The Ringo Kid” in Stagecoach [1939])


There are those who separate “Movie Stars” from “Actors” – the later being someone like John Barrymore.


John Wayne may have been in the “Movie Star” category but he was well worth asking to play himself in two entirely different series:  I Love Lucy (in the fifies) and Maude (in the seventies).

[image: image3.jpg]



(Left to right:  Barry Fitzgerald as Cocky, John Wayne as Ole Olsen, Grant Mitchell as “Drisk,” [?], John Quinlan as Axel Swenson, Joe Sawyer as Davis, and Jack Pennick as Johnny Bergman in Long Voyage Home [1940].)


He could also survive a movie like Long Voyage Home (1940) where he had very little to say in most scenes that centered on other characters . . . and with a Swedish accent no less.


Who else could make three versions of the same basic story:  

Rio Bravo - 1959 – with Dean Martin

El Dorado – 1960 – with Robert Mitchum

Rio Lobo – 1970 – with Jennifer O’Neil


Wayne could also be a triple threat in that he could draw in audiences whether he was in a western, a war picture or something like Brannigan (1975).
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(John Wayne and Kim Darby in True Grit [1969].)


Bottom line was that John Wayne was the ultimate cowboy – American through-and-through to the point that even today . . . mention “Texas” and the first person that people had around the world was . . . The Duke . . . John Wayne, himself!

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
MAVEN’S CREAM OF THE CROP!
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CHARLIE CHAN FAMILY – This is Rush Glick’s superb website devoted to the Great Chinese Detective based in Honolulu.


Rush is not only a gracious friend and teacher to Maven (among many!) but now he’s an expert that Fox Studio interviewed in their featurettes included in the boxed sets of their newly restored and released Chan DVDs.


Just click on www.charliechan.info!
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CHARLIE CHAN.NET – Kurt Schmidt has the message board that’s like a coffee house for Chan-aholics and has been around for some 10 years . . . longer than some marriages that Maven has known!


It’s just a click to www.charliechan.net!

TORY’S MYSTERY MOVIES – Maven has been getting movies from Doug Palmer for more years than she’s had her blogs and websites!


Doug has movies that Maven has never heard of . . . he’s that good! . . . plus various TV series and all worth checking out at www.torysmysterymovies.com/TorysAboutUs.cfm! 
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(Trillo and Suede’s Boxford Park and Lady Sarah)

TRILLO AND SUEDE – This is a link to Jonathan Geffner’s short subject, Oxford Park, starring his Trillo and Suede in a dummy noir story at www.trilloandsuede.com/movie.html. 


You can download the movie at www.trilloandsuede.com/movielink.html that stars Lady Sarah, a delightful lady who can also be found at www.geffner.com.

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
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