[image: image1.jpg]



PAGE  
3

FEBRUARY 6, 2006



VOLUME 1 – ISSUE 1

MAVEN’S MOVIE MAGAZINE 

Where Maven Gets You More 

Movies for Your Money

  [image: image10.png]



MAVEN’S WEBSITE OF THE WEEK:

Do you remember the little boy in The Son of Frankenstein?

He was Donnie Dunagan and you can find out more about him at his website at www.donnedunagan.com!






~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

MAVEN’S WANT ADS:

House for Sale:  Fine fixer-upper deep in the heart of Eastern Europe, romantic castle style, complete with family haunts, extensive grounds with wildlife, very private, excellent for parties (especially at Halloween), former owners moved to England.

Contact Renfield Real Estate Agents:  “We’ll sink our teeth into your search!”
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

MAVEN’S MOVIE SEARCH:

Want an idea for a theme party?

Think a brother act . . . with a difference!

Think James Arness (of Gunsmoke) and Peter Graves (of Mission:  Impossible).

Peter Graves’ were B-feature entries:  Red Planet Mars (1951) that is rather preachy and dry and populated with only humans—no aliens appear.  The hero (Graves) and heroine are a married pair of scientists so this might be good if you absolutely can’t come up with anything else for your love on Valentine’s day.
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The other one is Killers from Space (1954) that is much more fun.  Not necessarily better, but more fun to watch!  The monsters from space that captured Peter Graves (he’s another scientist in this ( have eyes that will either make you think of tennis balls or The Muppets!

James Anress has the main features that you will definitely want to check out!
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Them! (1954) is a great movie, anyway you look at it!  You have Arness as an FBI agent helping James Whitmore as a policeman trying to find what turns out to be twelve-foot tall ants.

There had to be SOMEBODY taller than Arness in Hollywood!

You also get Edmund Gwenn as the scientist who brings his daughter along.

She just happens to be another scientist that Arness can fall hard for.

So how else can somebody 6’7” fall?!
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Them! also has Leonard Nimoy in a small part and Fess Parker as a witness stuck in a nut house because his plane almost hit some flying ants.

This is the role that brought Parker to Walt Disney’s attention when Disney was making Davy Crockett, King of the Wild Frontier.

James Arness’ other movie is another great movie, The Thing from Outer Space (1951),  that Maven affectionately refers to as his “veggie-burger” role!

Imagine Mat Dillon as a giant green stalk of celery with an IQ higher than most human beings.

Okay, so do most dolphins but that’s beside the point!

Suffice it to say that his method of reproduction turns out to be literally under his finger nails-seeds that one of the scientists decides to plant.

That’s one way of getting a mess of little Matt Dillons running around!

Mix and match but these are movies not to be missed!






~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

MAVEN’S MAIN COURSE:





To Noir or Not to Noir?

Film nor could loosely be defined as “dark film” but that sounds like the film makers screwed up developing the film to those unfamiliar with the term.

The classic The Maltese Falcon is a perfect example of film noir.

The author was Dashiell Hammett who went on to create a companion character to his Thin Man:  The Fat Man.
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Seriously.

The Fat Man (1951) is a great example of the genre reflecting the post-World War II era.

It starts off with a bang.

A dentist is thrown out his New York hotel room.

His nurse, played by Jane Meadows, doesn’t get any help from the local police so she turns to . . . The Fat Man.

He’s Brad Runyan (also spelled “Runyon”), played by J. Smart Scott, who weighed in at 237 pounds.

 They’d never get away with that title in these days of political correctness.

They’d have to call him The Vertically-Challenged Man or some such!
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J. Smart Scott was an excellent choice for the radio program that ran from 1946 to 1951 because he had the voice and . . . dare we say it? . . . he could sink his considrable girth into the meaty role of Bran Runyan (also spelled Runyon)!

He is hired by Jane Meadows to find out who killed her boss so The Fat Man ends up on the West coast investigating Rock Hudson, an ex-con who is trying to get his share of a robbery from John Russell.

Russell went from being the head of a criminal gang to playing Marshall Dan Troop in The Lawman.

The Fat Man manages to track down the woman (Julie London) that Hudson married after getting out of prison.

London went on years later to play Nurse Dixie McCall on television’s Emergency!
He also finds the clown, Ed Deets that Hudson served time with in prison.
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Ed Deets was the famous Emmett Kelly in one of his few movie appearances and in and out of his clown makeup.

The Fat Man even manages to light up the lives of the plice department when he shows how Hudson was killed in an experiment with a toy truck and lighter fluid.

Heaven only knows what he’ use today!


But the Fat Man and the police kep on trucking [Maven couldn’t resist!] and wind up in a shoot-out in a circus.

With the suspects.

Late at night . . . in the dark.

So we’re back where we started . . . back at film noir!
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

You can send comments, questions, suggestions or subcription enquires to theoldmoviemaden@yahoo.com or 






Virginia Johnson





P.O. Box 54493






Hurst, TX   76054


