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MAVEN’S MOVIE MAGAZINE
GIRLS!  GIRLS!  GIRLS!  GILRS!

  Or, Do Blondes Really Have More Fun?!

This month will be devoted to Hollywood’s icons of the fair sex . . . from Shirley Temple to Jean Harlow.

Let’s face it.  

They were all beautiful, good at what they did, and had men eating out of their hot little hands!

So let’s get to it!
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<<<<>>>>
QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  Dorothy Parker was substituting as The New Yorker’s Theatre Critic for Robert Benchley when she reviewed A.A. Milne’s Give me Yesterday when she said:  “It’s hero is caused, by a novel device, to fall asleep and a-dream; and thus he is given yesterday.  Me, I whould have given him twenty years to life.”
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK:  www.charliechan.net

This is Kurt Schmidt’s website devoted to the ace Chinese detective from Honolulu.  


Kurt’s message board is one of the hot spots to check out for Chan devotees and Maven, herself, tries to check in at least once a day.


You’ll never know who will show up!


Kurt was kind enough to answer the questions that many of us have been wondering about:

WHEN DID YOU START CHARLIECHAN.NET?


October of 1995.  The domain name came along in 1998.

WHY DID YOU START YOUR WEBSITE?


I wanted to learn how to write html code and make a webpage—the WWW was then a fairly new thing.  At that time there were virtually no good film info sites. So I chose a series of films I loved from my childhood, but wanted to learn more about, and headed to the library.

WHEN DID YOU ADD YOUR MESSAGE BOARD?


January 10, 1997.

DID IT START RIGHT OFF OR DID IT TAKE A WHILE BEFORE IT GAINED THE PROMINENCE THAT IT HAS NOW?


It was surprising (to me, anyway), how many people joined in to chat on the message board right away.  Before it went up, there was really no way of knowing how much interest there was,  although I’d occasional get a nice e-mail from someone saying they liked the site.

IS THERE A CERTAIN TYPE OF PERSON THAT USUALLY COMES TO CHARLIECHAN.NET?


At one point I did a poll, and it was the 40-60 set mostly, as I recall.  But there were representatives from all age groups.  Aside from the occasional troll, folks are very polite, reasonable and literate.

HOW MUCH TIME PER WEEK DO YOU GIVE TO IT?


Not as much as I would like to, these days.  A couple of hours, perhaps.

WHAT KIND OF MOVIES DO YOU ENJOY WATCHING BESIDES CHAN FILMS?


I love Preston Sturges comedies and Robert Benchley shorts.  I enjoy Deanna Durbin movies.  Margaret Sullavan is my favorite actress from the Golden era.

ARE YOU A “COMPLETIST,” COLLECTING MORE THAN THE OLAND, TOLER AND WINTERS MOVIES?   ANY MEMORABILIA FROM THE CHANS OR OTHER MOVIES?


I am by now means a completist, or a collector of memorabilia.  I do have all the available Big Three, above. 


I have a few autographs and vintage photos of my favorites, but not a great deal.

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU’D LIKE TO SAY TO THE READERS OF MAVEN’S MOVIE MAGAZINE?


Join us on the Message Board, if you haven’t already.  It’s one of the nicest groups of folks you’ll ever meet on the Internet.  And thanks to everyone who contributes and has made the Board what it is.
Extra Credit:  Kurt’s Chan Quiz:  http://charliechan.net/quiz2/  Good Luck!






<<<<>>>>

CHARLIE CHAN ANNEX:  www.charliechan.info to sign up for Rush Glick’s great photograph of that week’s Chan movie that we’ll be watching each Monday in his chat room at http://charliechanfamily.tripod.com/id17.html.  We start at 8:00 to 10:00 P.M., and start our tapes and DVD’s at 8:30.
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The young Rita Hayworth when she made Charlie Chan in Egypt and was still Rita Cansino with her low hairline and black hair! Photo courtesy of Rush Glick’s extensive Gallery at  www.charliechan.info.]
This month’s Chan movies include:
April   3—Charlie Chan in Rio—Charlie, nightclubs and trances?
April 10—The Chinese Ring—Murder in the House of Chan?

April 17—Charlie Chan in Egypt—Can mummies murder?
April 24—The Jade Mask—Was the inventor done in by his own gas?!?!





<<<<>>>>
FLASH . . .

“Good evening, Mr. and Mrs. America, from border to border, coast to coast and all the ships at sea.  Let’s go to press. . . .”
(Walter Winchell)


More Flash for Your Cash:  Charlie Chan on DVD


“Fox Home Entertainment have announced the Region 1 DVD release of Charlie Chan Collection Volume 1 for 20th June 2006 priced at &59.93 SRP.  This four-disc set includes four Charlie Chan films from the Fox era (with Warner Oland Oland as Chan], with Charlie Chan in London (1934), Charlie Chan in Paris (1935), Charlie Chan in Egypt (1935), and Charlie Chan in Paris (1935) all presented in their original full frame aspect ratio with English Stereo Sound.  Bonus features include:
· The Legacy of Charlie Chan Featurette (15mins)

· In Search of Charlie Chan Featurette (20mins)

· The Real Charlie Chan Featurette (20mins)

· Eran Trece Full Screen Feature (79mins)
This is the 1931 Spanish version of Charlie Chan Carries On
· Charlie Chan in London Theatrical Trailer

· Eran Trece Theatrical Trailer

[From http://www.dvdtimes.co.uk/content.php?contentid=60794]

Maven is including this in this issue for two reasons:

Rita Hayworth (see above) is in Charlie Chan in Egypt (billed as Rita Cansino) and definitely qualifies as a girl, having been one of the top “pin-up” girls of World War II!


Besides, the earlier you can check with your favorite bookstore, the better discount you might get (like $40.00 at Amazon) on them!
<<<<>>>>
* * CHILDREN’S CORNER * * *
SATURDAY MATINEE:  
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Nancy Drew: The Mystery in Hollywood Hills by Jennifer Fisher; published in the March, 2006, The Whispered Watchword , page 1

“The upcoming Warner Brothers movie, Nancy Drew:  The Mystery in Hollywood Hills is currently being filmed.  A sneak peek at some of the cast includes:  Emma Roberts as Nancy Drew, Max Thierot as Ned Nickerson, Amy Bruckner as Mess Marvin, Tate Donovan as Carson Drew, Daniela Monet as Inga, Kelly Vitz as Trish, Josh Flitter as Corky.  George, Hannah, and Chief McGinnis are also in the movie.  A preview picture is shown at left of Emma Roberts playing Nancy during filming. Nancy is a demurely dressed girl in the film—kind of wholesome middle western as a contrast to the wildness of modern teens in Los Angeles—and typical of Nancy as illustrated and written in the classic series.  A release date has not been set for sure, but it’s either late this year or next year.”
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(Emma Roberts)
This isn’t the photograph that accompanied Ms. Fisher’s article, which I couldn’t find, but it is of Emma Roberts!  I have checked www.imdb.com which says that the movie is coming out in 2007.  I won’t hold my breath after seeing what Fox Studios did with the Charlie Chan Festival and the Chan movies!





<<<<>>>>

SHORT SUBJECT [A Vintage Maven Column]: 
Shirley Temple and Orson Welles
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      (Shirley Temple)



(Orson Welles)  


Shirley Temple Black brought a new perspective to Orson Welles’ reputation in her autobiography, Child Star (McGraw-Hill Publishing Company, New York, 1988).

She wrote about a croquet match that was part of a publicity stunt on pages 284 to 285:

“Did you hear my [radio] program about Martians [War if the Worlds]?”

“Yes,” I stroked my ball and scowled.  It had stopped wide of the final wicket.  “Nelson Eddy was why I listened.”
Welles turned and leaned on his mallet, waiting.  My evening routine

included listening to Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy, I explained, but when guest Eddy came on to sing, I switched stations and stumbled on his.

“Did you believe my program?” he asked, striking a pleasing pose for our photographers.

“No, I know it wasn’t true.”

Taking careful aim, I knocked his ball slightly away from the mouth of the final wicket, leaving mine in good position.

His return shot caromed my ball away into a difficult lie.

“How did you know?” he asked.

Engrossed with my final chance, I said nothing and concentrated.  I missed.

“Well,” I replied resignedly, “if men from Mars had come here, why would just your program be broadcasting the news?  That didn’t make sense, so I didn’t believe it.”

And Orson Welles had the reputation as an enfant terribles?!

Plus you have to wonder about all those adults who were 

so terrified by his broadcast!
<<<<>>>>
HOLLYWOOD MARRY-GO-ROUND: 
Jean Harlow and Paul Bern

There is so much hype around the marriage of Jean Harlow and    

Paul Bern (and his subsequent death) that I would like the chance 
to give you a very different view from Colleen Moore.  

Ms. Moore was a contemporary of Harlow’s and wrote about the marriage and reception in her autobiography, Silent Star 
(see the BOOKSHELF below), pages 124 to 128:
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(Left to Right:  Irving Thalberg, Jean Harlow, [unknown,] Norma Shearer, Mario Bello, and Paul Bern, who looks like Dick Tracy’s Flat Top!)

One wedding that didn’t create nearly as much furor in Hollywood at the time it took place as it did some thirty-two years later, when movie people read about it in a book written by Irving Shulman, was Jean Harlow’s wedding to Paul Bern.

Jean and Paul Bern, who was head of the story department at M-G-M, were married in the evening of July 2, 1932.  Their wedding reception was held the next morning in Paul’s garden.  According to Mr. Shulman, Paul beat Jean so brutally on their wedding night that covering make-up had to be applied before the reception to the many black and blue marks on her body.
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To a lot of people in Hollywood, that remark alone made it apparent that not only did Mr. Shulman not know Jean Harlow or Paul Bern, he must not have spoken to anyone who did.  If he had said that athletic, tennis-player, good swimmer Jean had beaten up Paul, the story might have some credence.  Paul was smaller than Jean, and had it been possible for a man of his nature—he was one of the kindest, gentlest men I’ve ever known—to even try to harm her, he couldn’t have hit her more than once before Jean would have floored him.

Since when did Hollywood writers let a little
 thing like the truth get in their way?!

But my rebuttal of Mr. Shulman in this instance is based on more than a long-time friendship with both Jean and Paul.  I was at the reception.
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Marion Nixon, who played “Shirley Marlowe” in Charlie 
Chan’s Chance for all you hard-core Chan fans!

My friend, Marion Nixon, the Fox star, and I went there together.  Through a misunderstanding on our part we arrived an hour early.  After wandering around the garden a few minutes, we went up to the house to talk to Jean, who was dressed, as usual, in slacks.  A short time later her mother came in saying, “Baby, you’d better get dressed before the other guests start arriving.”

Harlow never wore underclothes.  She hated them.  I guess if I’d had her beautiful figure (yes, beautiful, but not the voluptuous Jane Mansfield figure Shulman suggests—Jean was a size thirty-four), I wouldn’t have wanted to bind it up with girdles and bras either.  Anyhow, she took off her slacks and blouse, standing there as the good Lord made her (and what a job He did!), while we helped her into her long garden dress.

Now if she’d been covered up with black and blue marks or had marks covered with make-up, we would have known it.  You can’t fool an actress about covering make-up.  Jean had no marks, no make-up.  If she was anything other than her usual self, she was happier.
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In his book, Mr. Shulman also led people to believe that Jean and Paul were married a few days.  They were married almost a year and they were happy.


A few months after the wedding I gave a party for them.  At one point during the evening when Jean and I were upstairs together, she said to me,  “All I want out of life is to be able to sit at Paul’s feet and have him read to me.”


It was an understandable remark.  An erudite man, Paul was a teacher by instinct.  He used to give me books to read, just as he did to Joan Crawford and a number of other people.

After dinner that night, the party broke up into three groups.  One group went into the living room to play charades, another into the library to play poker, and the third into the sun room to play our favorite “Murder.”  (“Murder” required two teams—one to plot the crime, the other to solve it.  I think we enjoyed it so much because it gave us the opportunity to polish off certain friends and situations—of which known triangles were our pets—in spectacular ways.  If the murder happened to be a particular ingenious one, the writers, I noticed, left rather abruptly.)

One of the guests that night was Prince Ferdinand Liechtenstein, and both he and Jean were playing poker.  Paul, who was German and a stickler for protocol, had told Jean he must be sure to address the prince as “Your Serene Highness.”  During the evening I went to look on the poker game and heard Jean, who’d had a few glasses of champagne, saying, “I raise you two, Your Serene Highness.”


The prince laughed and said, “I’ll call that and raise you two.” 


The others at the table had already folded.


Jean looked at her hand and nodded, “Okay, I’ll call that and raise you—uh—five—uh—Your Serene Highness.”


The prince looked from her to his hand, a smile tugging at the corners of his mouth.  “Very well.  I call.”


He was so confident of winning he didn’t eve wait for her to show her hand, but laid his own down—three sixes and two nines.


“Well—uh—Your Serene Highness—“

He held up a hand.  “Please, Jean.  No formalities.  We’re friends, aren’t we?”  He gave her an indulgent smile.  “Now, what do you have?


She grinned at him as she laid down her cards.  “Four queens, tootsie-boy Prince.”  And she swept in the pot.


When Jean and Paul left, I helped him on with his coat.  It was so heavy, I said to him, “What’s in your pocket—all my silver?”
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He said, “We live up a lonely canyon, and someone might try to hurt my darling.”

He didn’t apply that to himself, didn’t he?





<<<<>>>>

B-FEATURE:  
      
  The Paul Bern House

One of the most horrendous murders in Hollywood was the Tate/LaBianca killings at the hands of the Manson Family.  Ironically, Sharon Tate had what you could call a premonition when she was still seeing Jay Sebring, then owner of Paul Bern’s house.  This is an excerpt from www.prairieghosts.com/hollywood9.html.
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(The Bern/Harlow then)
Sharon was a struggling actress, hoping to make a name for herself, when she met Jay Sebring, who would soon become known as the premier men’s hair-stylist in Hollywood.  The two dated for three years and even announced their engagement at one point, but Sharon broke it off with him in 1966, when she met her future husband, Roman Polanski.  The break-up was not bitter and the two of them stayed very close friends.  In fact, it was Jay who was keeping Sharon company at the Cielo Drive house while Roman was away filming. And it was Jay who died trying to protect her from the Manson Clan.
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          (Jay Sebring)

Jay lived in Benedict Canyon in the former home of Jean Harlow.  He loved the house but was always concerned about the fact that it was supposed to be “jinxed”.  He knew the stories about Paul Bern’s death but he also learned that two people had drowned in the swimming pool as well.  He shrugged off the idea that the house was “cursed” though, perhaps he shouldn’t have.

“Perhaps he shouldn’t have”? Heck, Maven would have not only had her Priest bless the house but  a Rabbi, Baptist Minister, a Buddhist Priest and a Native American Shaman, not to mention seriously invoking Marie Laveau, voodoo High Priestess of New Orleans as well!
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(Sharon Tate)

One night in 1966, Sharon stayed alone at jay’s house.  Unable to sleep, she lay awake in Jay’s room with all the lights on.  She was very uncomfortable, although she couldn’t explain why.  She felt “funny”, she later told reporter Dick Klein and was frightened by every little sound that she heard.
Suddenly, a person that she described as a “creepy little man” came into the bedroom!  She was sure that this man was Paul Bern.  The man ignored her though and wandered about the room, apparently looking for something.  Sharon put on her robe and hurried out of the bedroom.
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   (The Bern/Harlow House today)  
What happened next would be especially chilling in light of events to come.  Sharon started down the stairs but halfway down them, froze in shock.  There was a figure tied to the staircase posts at the bottom of the steps.  She couldn’t tell if it was a man or a woman.  However she could clearly see that the figure’s throat had been cut.  Then, the apparition vanished.

Shaken, Sharon went into the living room to pour herself a drink but she couldn’t find where Jay kept the alcohol.  She felt an inexplicable urge to press on a section of the bookcase and it opened to reveal a hidden bar.  Not thinking, she tore away a piece of wallpaper at the base of the bar as she nervously poured herself a drink.

In the morning, Sharon was convinced the whole episode had been a terrible nightmare . . . until she saw the wallpaper that had been torn away from the  bar.  She had indeed seen Paul Bern, and at that time, had unknowingly see a vision of her fate.
Maven wonders what it would be like to spend Halloween 

in that house . . . but then she remembers that

 she has her own haunts to take care of!
<<<<>>>>

BOOKSHELF:  
Maven wants to let you know about the first two books that became the cornerstones of her movie book library.
The first one is Silent Star by Colleen Moore (Doubleday and Company, Inc.; 1968; New York) who starred in such movies as In Lilac Time (1928 with a young Gary Cooper),  and The Power and the Glory (1933 with Spencer Tracy.  

It covers her years in Hollywood from the 1910s into 1930s, the people she knew and what it was like behind the scenes.

You’ll never wash your hair again the same way after finding out what it was like pre-shampoo and hairdryers!

[See also Moore’s Doll House on page 16.]
The other book is Mary Astor’s A Life on Film (Delacorte Press; 1967, 1969, 1971; New York).

This is a sort of sequel to her My Story:  An Autobiography, with more emphasis on her career with her fascinating insights of such movies as The Maltese Falcon (1941), Meet Me in St. Louis (1944), and The Great Lie (1941) with Bette Davis.
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[Colleen Moore]



[Mary Astor]

Please check your libraries and/or old book stores for these great books.





<<<<>>>>

WANT ADS: 

Slightly used Fairie Castle on sale by original owners, Prince and Princess of a far distant land must down-size in retirement.


The castle  measures nine feet by nine feet and the tallest point is its tower at twelve feet. 
Maven would have moved when all those
feet started running around!
Although it was custom built out of light-weight aluminum, the whole thing weighs almost 2000 pounds. 

Maven is glad that today’s Hollywood hasn’t gotten 

hold of this castle or they’d try to find
 some way of putting IT on a diet!


Built between 1928 and 1935, the architecture and furniture is in the Early Fairie period.

[Daytime and night views of the castle.]
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“. . . I took the brass [chandelier] to Mr. Crouch, a Beverly Hills jeweler who had great imagination,  asking him to copy it in gold,” says the original owner.  “Then I held out a handkerchief filled with my jewels.  ‘And please put these on instead of the beads.’


“He looked at me as if I were from another planet, then, fingering the emerald bracelet, the Oriental pearl chain, the square cut diamond ring, the necklace, he said, ‘It could be very interesting.’  He took the jewels out of the handkerchief but handed me back a chain from which hung a six-carat pear-shaped diamond.  ‘Take this home,’ he said, ‘You must keep something.’
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    [The Great Hall.]
“Two weeks later he called me and said, ‘Bring back that pear-shaped diamond.  I need it for the drop at the bottom of the fixture.’ He had joined the club.  The Goofus Club, we called it, because everyone who worked on the castle went slightly balmy.

[The chapel is on the left; the Princess’
 room is on the right.]
“To give you an idea . . . the bedroom of the fairy princess [is] about two feet long and a foot and a half wide.  The height is almost two feet. . . .  To the eye, the height of the room looks about fourteen inches at most.

“The big problem was what to use for a floor.  It had to be . . . made of small pieces of mother-of-pearl with a gold inlaid border.

“The walls are a very pale pink.  Over the door leading to the crystal and silver bathroom is a mural of Peter Pan.  In the back wall there are two stained glass Gothic windows picturing happy songbirds, the windows very tall and narrow and of different heights to gave a storybook look.  Between the windows stands a tiny ivory spinet.”

The spinet (like the electricity, water system and everything else) works.

“The boat-shaped bed which belonged to Sleeping Beauty is made of gold, the bedspread the golden spider web which covered her during her hundred-year sleep.
“By the bed is a pair of red satin slippers with leather soles and heals. . . . 
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      [The Princess’ Bedroom.]

“The dressing table is made of carved ivory.  On top is a gold toilet set, with the handles of the mirror and brush made of platinum set with diamonds, and on the back of each a wee platinum crown. . . .  The bristles of the brush presented the greatest problem.  Even a human hair was too coarse.  Finally Guglielmo Cini, a well-known Boston jeweler, undertook the job.


“One day his wife came home in the late afternoon and stood for a moment in the doorway, the sun hitting the fox fur piece she was wearing. Cini looked up and yelled, ‘Don’t movie!’  With a scissors he trimmed off the very fine white guard hairs, using them for the bristles in the brush.


“The complete toilet set consists of comb, brush, mirror, nail file, and two boxes each smaller than the nail on my little finger—one for powder, the other a jewel box.  When Mr. Cini handed me the jewel box, he said, ‘Look inside.  I’ve given the princess a present.’  Inside was a minute engagement ring with a full-cut diamond, not a chip—the smallest full-cut diamond he could find in the markets of the world.  The ring is so small it won’t go all the way down on a common pin. . . .  

“Near by is an ivory spinning wheel—the one Sleeping Beauty pricked her finger on.  An ivory harp is, of course, ‘the harp that once through Tara’s halls.’
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[The Prince’s Bedroom.]

“Of the many stories connected with furnishing the fairy castle . . . concerns the rug on the floor of the prince’s bedroom.  I took an ermine skin to a taxidermist and asked him to make it into a bearskin rug, head and all.  He said he could make the bear’s head, but not with his mouth open, because he couldn’t think of any way to duplicate the bear’s teeth in miniature (this was before the age of plastic).  When I went to pick up the rug I was astonished to see the bear’s mouth yawning wide  and filled with white, wicked-looking teeth.  The taxidermist beamed at me.  ‘I caught a little mouse,’ he said, ‘and used his teeth.’”
What Maven wants to know:  Where in the heck did 

Colleen Moore get that ermine skin?!?!

<<<<>>>>
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