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This month is for doctors, miracle-workers, healers and nut cases--

[Swishing.]

Confidantes in time of trouble--

[Swishing.]

Aunt Battie, is that--

[Swishing.]

Aunt Battie, what are you--
Okay! Enough!

Everybody, this is my Aunt Battie.
[image: image2.jpg]




Did you forget about your cousin Battie Belle?

Oops!  Sorry!
May I introduce my Cousin Battie Belle?
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She takes over for this issue while I get October’s issue ready . . . for Halloween Time! . . .

By the way, anybody want to trade some relatives?


Ouch!


Just joking, Aunt Battie!


Take it away, Battie Belle!  Please!  
Sheesh!
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Hi, I’m Battie Belle and I’m an RNB . . . a bona fide Registered Nursing Bat!


So I will be covering the medical front while my cousin, Maven, is getting her next issue ready for Halloween!


Ready?  Great!


Let’s go!
QUOTE OF THE MONTH:  Groucho Marx
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“Virus is a Latin word used by doctors to mean, ‘Your guess is as good as mine.’”
WEBSITE OF THE MONTH:  http://theoldmoviemaven.tripod.com 

This is my cousin’s website that you can go to and see what all she has in her magazine, plus information on how to get in touch with her and subscribe to her magazine!  And I have a suspicion there’ll be other goodies!

I hope you check it out!
PERSON OF THE MONTH:  The Mad Scientist!

These darlings are what turned Battie Belle into a Registered Nursing Bat!
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(A Lionel Atwill Collage:  Doctor X lobby card Lee Tracy, Atwill, Fay Wray; Center, Atwill, Wray, and George Rosener; and, yes, that’s Atwill in Mystery of the Wax Museum [1933] in the lower left corner!)

And nobody played them better than Lionel Atwill . . . unless it was George Zucco!  But more about him in a bit!

Doctor X is a 1932 film where his character, Dr. John Xavier, is only one among a staff of doctors who are suspects in a series of “moon murders.”


Dr. X turns it into an old dark house mystery when he persuades the police to let him try to solve the murders by taking all the suspected nut cases to his Long Island home. . . .  He wants to subject them to “brain tests” in his laboratory that’s part of his rambling estate out on a cliff over-looking a storm-tossed ocean.
 
If you haven’t been spooked by the movie yet, the house and the slime-ball butler will definitely give you the old-fashioned heebie-jeebies! 
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(The Laboratory of  . . . Doctor X!)


Part of the lab experiments are several statues of the former victims of the “moon murderer” that look like they could have been part of The Mystery of the Wax Museum (1933).

Unfortunately, the plot demanded that our stalwart heroine, Fay Wray, Xavier’s daughter and no stranger to danger, end up as bait for the villain.


Want a hint as to who the bad guy is?!  Check out the photo!
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(Fay Wray doesn’t like the killer’s

 drop-dead manicure!)


[NOTE about the question of The Return of Dr. X (1939).
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(Humphrey Bogart in The Return

 of Dr. X [1939])

Doctor X shouldn’t be confused as the so-called “sequel” of Return of Dr. X with Humphrey Bogart in arguably the most unique role of his career as a nutcase medical assistant to die for and out for blood!]

Mystery of the Wax Museum (1933) doesn’t have Atwill as a mad scientist but his mad sculptor comes deliciously close, especially his scenes when he’s trying to run amuck with Fay Wray!  He could even scare the IRS in that role!

The early Technicolor almost makes Mystery . . . look like a scary fairie tale!

One Lionel Atwill movie that most people miss is The Vampire Bat (1933), one more of the series of horror movies he made with Fay Wray.


This is one that everybody should see at least once since it also had Melvyn Douglas as the hero trying to solve a series of deaths under questionable circumstances:  all the victims have tiny puncture marks on their throats and he refuses to believe in vampire regardless of what the locals say!
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(Lionel Atwill as Dr. Otto von Niemamn
in The Vampire Bat[1933])

The supporting staff is first rate with Maude Eburne as a neurotic always in search of either a new illness or its cure, Dwight Frye as the town simpleton, George E. Stone and Lionel Belmore as superstitious villagers running around in a town that looks depressed enough to have spawned a flock of vampires!


The Vampire Bat is at least a mustsee, if not an addition to any horror collection with the other collaborations that Lionel and Fay Wray did together.


To Atwill’s credit, he played a marvelous suspect as Dr. James Mortimer in Basil Rathbone’s version of The Hound of the Baskerville (1939) as opposed to his Professor Hildebrand in the same year’s Mr. Moto’s Vacation where he says he’s “just a big silly!”

Sheesh!

Now, George Zucco . . . .

One delicious mad doctor that Zucco played that doesn’t get enough credit is Dr. Cardigan in Charlie Chan in Honolulu (1938).  
He’s traveling through Honolulu (duh!) to San Francisco with a brain.

Which is more than the writers did giving him the name of “Cardigan”!
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 (George Zucco)


Perhaps Battie Belle should explain that Dr. Cardigan carries a brain that’s been pickled in a fish tank.


So what else would you do with a fish tank?!

Maybe there are days when he washes his own and can’t do a thing with it!

And he makes it plain that he’d like to get his hands on Charlie Chan’s brain!  Or maybe he’d settle for Jimmy’s?!
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(George Zucco as Dr. Cardigan and 

Victor Sen Yung as Jimmy Chan)

[NOTE:  Fox Studios has finally started bringing out their Chan Movies in Boxed Sets—Number One already out!  They have started in chronological order with the first four Warner Oland stories available.  The movies and their accompanying featurettes are top notch and include one of my Cousin Maven’s good friends—Rush Glick!
Volume Two looks like it will be scheduled to be out October 10, 2006!]


One wacked out doctor Zucco played was Dr. Alfred Kammer, the sleazy “society psychiatrist” in After the Thin Man (1936).


You know the kind . . . whoever pays gets his expert opinion!


It was similar to his Dr. Jaris in 1939’s Topper Returns, a delicious old dark house mystery complete with Joan Blondell as the ghost.
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My family had a hard time with the black and white version of Toppper Returns on television.


Battie Belle hopes that the powers that be have restored it because you’ll have to try to find the colorized version that makes watching it so much easier!

The original black and white version of Topper Returns is so difficult to watch, you may not be able to watch it for very long.


This is one movie where colorizing was a good thing, making it much clearer to watch.


Check out both if you can get them and see what you think!

Then there is  . . . The Mad Ghoul (1943)!


You’ll wonder what were they smoking in the script department?!
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(George Zucco and

David Bruce)


George Zucco’s Dr. Alfred Morris has two aims in life.


He wants to learn about the effect of an ancient Mayan gas has on the human nervous system as he’s trying to convince Evelyn Ankers (Isabel Lewis) that he’d be better for her than her boyfriend, Ted Allison (David Bruce).


So what happens next in this tale of mad doctoring?!


Yep.


Ted “develops” gas.


Okay, bad joke but what do you expect when you’re running around in all this messy muck and mire?!

So people start dying and the only thing common to all the cases is that “human heart substance” is missing.


“Human heart substance”?


What in the heck is “human heart substance”?


Does the American Medical Association know about these guys?!

Well, George Zucco knows but he ain’t telling since he gets his just reward in the end, which is only his just do considering his bad habit of passing gas around . . . !


Before we leave our “M.D.s” (for Mad Doctors!) . . . Battie Belle would like to post some pretty incredible pictures from an early science fiction nutcase—Rotwing—in Metropolis (1927) which may bring new meaning to metal fatigue:
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(Metropolis – 1927 - Germany)


Fritz Lang was a leading German director when he made Metropolis (1927) and was married to Thea von Harbau, the author of the novel the movie was taken from.

She had been married to Rudolph Kleine-Rogge from 1914 to 1921 and a leading actor who would go on to play Rotwang in Metropolis.
Stay with Battie Belle.

This just sounds like a soap opera!

[image: image16.jpg]



(Fritz Lang)


Four years later he would make M with Peter Lorre before divorcing von Habau and heading for Hollywood because of differing politics. 

“Differing politics”?


Considering Germany in the thirties, he and Lorre was lucky to get out when they did.


The story in Metropolis has certainly been retold in various forms in many language: Rich vs. Poor, Workers vs. Management, etc.

But it was never told in the imagery that Lang and company at UFA brought to it.


Basically, 
Johann “Jon” Frederson (Alfred Abel), the Lord of Metropolis, hires Rotwang (Rudolf Keine-Rogge) to eradicate the workers’ leader Maria.
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(Left to right, Alfred Abel as Jon, Brigette Helm as Maria’s 

clone and Rudolf Kleine-Rogge as Rotwang)

He confronts Rotwang’s solution:  a mechanical Maria who will replace the real Maria after a transformation scene that could have been an inspiration for a slew of Hollywood movies later on.
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This isn’t exactly how the transformation went!
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And that ain’t no Karloff either!
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This reminds Battie Belle of the migraines she used to have!
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Are you starting to think . . . maybe . . . Frankenstein?!


This is what Fritz Lang was doing at UFA in Germany four years before Carl Laemmle let his son, Junior, talk him into letting James Whale (Frankenstein - 1931) and Tod Browning (Dracula - 1931) loose to start making their efforts in the horror genre.

Makes you wonder how these guys could sleep at night.


Battie Belle would need massive sleeping pills with these kinds of dreams!
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The mechanical Maria with her maker, Rotwang, played by Rudolph Kleine-Rogge.
And just think . . . no bad hair days or break-outs!
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And, yes, Brigette Helm played both the real and fake Marias.

And, in case you’re not thinking Frankenstein . . . !
[image: image24.jpg]P )

e —

]

—

u.‘“ :




(Maria Clone and C3PO)
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(Maria Clone and the Terminator)


Battie Belle is beginning to think . . . Extreme Makeover is in order!
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(Linda Evans wasn’t the first 

star to have corn rows!)
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(But Brigette Helm could have given 

Evans a run for her money, though!)
CHILDREN’S CORNER:  The Three Stooges
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Battie Belles of the world grew up watching the Three Stooges so . . . if the child in you still “nyucks” it up occasionally, go straight to our SHORT SUBJECT Department and enjoy Men in Black from 1934 all over again!
SHORT SUBJECT: 

STOOGING THE BLUES AWAY . . .  Men in Black (1934)
http://members.aol.com/Mike6099/sounds/3s-hello.wav 

Who doesn’t remember the Three STOOGES?!


Those of us in the baby boomer set can probably name all six of the actors who wound up “Stooging.”


Plus who was related and who wasn’t.
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(L.to r.,Curly, Shemp 

and Moe Howard)


We have possibly the best-known of the Three Stooges in this photograph:  Curly Howard on the left and, Moe, on the right with big brother, Shemp, in the middle

Hey, didn’t you ever want to give the two-finger salute to one of your brothers or sisters?!?!
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http://members.aol.com/Mike6099/sounds/curly.wav 
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http://members.aol.com/Mike6099/sounds/brains.wav
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http://65.24.128.15/sounds/televis/stooges/eyes_closed.mp3 
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http://members.aol.com/Liz6099/EEB.WAV 


Curly, Larry and Moe are three no-accounts in Men in Black who are sleeping until 11:00 in the morning—and in the same bed.


It turns out that they’re all married, and share the same apartment with their wives who have begun to resent bringing home the paychecks!


The ladies threaten that their hubbies had better get out and get a job or they’d have to get out period . . . and permanently.

So our three stooge-keteers finally find a job selling Brighto.


Smart boys, they!

They run out to start selling Brighto without finding out what it is and end up rubbing pain off one man’s car and dissolves a sleeve off a policeman’s uniform.


Hmm.


That sounds like some politicians Battie Belle knows!

So our stalwart band escapes to a hospital to elude capture.

So who do they run into?


Yep, the doctor who chases them eventually out of the hospital on a “sailcot” owned the car that they “cleaned up” plus the policeman who ended up with the “holey” uniform!

Our bad boys tear through the whole hospital—including the operating room!—while being chased like the Internal Revenue Service were after them.

http://members.aol.com/Mike6099/sounds/drhoward.wav 
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(TOMM only knows of black and white 

copies of this short subject available

to the public.  Sorry.)

So Moe, Larry and Curly commandeer a cot and add a sail out a sheet to disappeared into the sunset, leaving all in a muck and mire behind them!


Definitely a musthave for your collection, regardless of your age!
http://members.aol/com/A|5010/sounds/theme.wav 

MAVEN’S SERIES:
Universal Monsters’ Genealogy:  Dracula’s Dr. Van Helsing

(Battie Belle’s dear cousin, Maven, left this for us to enjoy.


It’s a preview of a series that she’s beginning in next month’s issue for Halloween.


B.B. hopes you enjoy it so much you come back for seconds and thirds and all!)


Dr. Van Helsing was a prototype for Universal Studios when it came to that studio’s master monster movies.


He is the all-knowing and all-caring Noble Doctor. 


Of course, Van Helsing sounds funny to us because Edward van Sloan was trained to speak that way in the American Theatre.

His role in Dracula (1931) was a prototype because he pretty much continued playing that same role in Frankenstein (1931 – Dr. Waldman), The Mummy (1932 – Dr. Muller), and Dracula’s Daughter (1936 – Dr Van Helsing).


[Van Sloan, Bela Lugosi and David Manners went from Dracula to The Death Kiss (1932) that was a story-within-a-story about a real murder that takes place on a mystery movie set.

You’ll never guess “whodunit”!]

Van Sloan’s doctors are almost nondescript, especially if you put him in the middle of a group that includes the likes of Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi, Colin Clive and/or David Manners—except for that voice.

They’re all taller, better-looking, and manage to look more energetic then Van Sloan does!


His voice can be irritating if you let it, especially in comparison to Karloff and Lugosi and their incredible voices that caress the ears even as they terrify the soul.


Oh, heck.  


Karloff doesn’t even have to say a word as the Frankenstein Monster and he sounds better than Van Sloan!


By the time Dracula is over . . . are we rooting for Dr. Van Sloan?


Yes.


Do we care?


No, because he let himself get caught on some bum rap that they hung on him so they could make Dracula’s Daughter in 1936!
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[NOTE:  I came across a still from Frankenstein (1931) with parts of Karloff’s legs exposed that I don’t ever remember.  A rehearsal?]
FLASH: 

“Good evening, Mr. and Mrs. America, from boarder to boarder,

coast to coast and all the ships at sea, let’s go to press . . . . “







[Walter Winchell]


A little extra Mad Scientist Quiz from Battie:
Which version of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde should have used a different still?
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 (Jack Palance – 1967)     (Fredrick March – 1931)    (Spencer Tracy – 1941)
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(Thanhauser-1911 & John Barrymore  - 1920)

The Tanhausen version makes Battie Belle wonder if anyone was inhaling anything they shouldn’t have been that day on the set?!

[NOTE:  Tanhauser’s version isn’t available at all.  Sorry.]
THE MAIN EVENT:  

Dr. Kildare vs. Dr. Christian
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(Lew Ayres as Dr. James Kildare)

Battie Belle just loves Dr. Kildare and Dr. Christina, different though they are!

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer took notice of one of Max Brand’s literary creations about an idealistic physician.


Brand almost needed a brand . . . he wrote so many books that he needed five (5!) pseudonyms!
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(The 1939 Destry Rides Again with James Steward and Marlene Dietrich)


Max Brand also wrote such different kinds of books as  The Shadow and Destry Rides Again (the basis for the 1939 movie with James Stewart and Marlene Dietrich—a movie that you had to see just to check out the weird casting!)

The first movie with Dr. James Kildare was actually a gangster melodrama from Paramount called Interns Can’t Take Money (1938) with Joel McCrea playing “Jimmie” Kildare and Barbara Stanwyk.


M-G-M apparently thought better of the gangster business so they got the property and set up a team that lasted some 15 movies.
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(Lionel Barrymore and Lew Ayres)

Young Kildare (Lew Ayres) started out in Small Town, USA, torn between wanting to make his parents happy by joining his father’s general practice and feeling a need for a practice only a big city hospital like Blair General can give him.
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Battie Belle understands about leaving home.  


Her dear mother was giving her flying lessons out of the nest almost before B.B. could eat by herself!


No angst about it!
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(Dr.Kildare’s Crisis - 1940)

Well, Dr. Kildare manages to get into New York and Blair General Hospital.

He spends the rest of the movie trying to get into the good graces of Dr. Gillespie, which is a good thing because every other Kildare movie had Gillespie (Lionel Barrymore) managing to help the younger physician.


Romance quickly arrives for young Kildare, of course, in the form of Nurse Mary Lamont (Lorraine Day).


The young lovers, Dr. Gillespie and all the other denizens of Blair Hospital tacked a variety of subjects like socialized medicine and malpractice while the young doctor and nurse fall in love (1940’s style!) amid continuing crises. 

There is even Dr. Kildare’s Strange Case (1940) where Kildare has competition for Nurse Lamont in Doctor Gregory Lane (Sheppard Strudwick).
 
It looks strange these days to see a couple in a courtship where they don’t jump into bed almost before they exchange text messages!

Back then, “making love” was hugging and kissing each other up instead of swapping anything with DNA in it!
They finally decide to get married and the big day dawns in the eighth entry, Dr. Kildare’s Wedding Day (1941). 
Three guesses what happens since Lorraine Day (Nurse Mary Lamont) wanted to leave the series?
Yep!


M-G-M had the bride-to-be fatally run over by a car.

Nick and Nora Charles and Blondie and Dagwood managed to have really successful and vital marriages but the Charles’ were drunks (at least Nick was!) and Blondie and Dagwood were ditz-brains.


Hmmmmmmmmm!

Battie Belle must remember that!

Lew Ayres made only one more movie as Kildare, Dr. Kildare’s Victory (1942), and then became persona non grata with the public because he became a conscientious objector when drafted at a time when most men were trying to get into the military.

He did get into the Medical Corps as he wanted and was a medic under fire in the Pacific Theatre.

[image: image47.jpg]



(Lionel Barrymore as Dr. Gillespie)


The series continued with Lionel Barrymore as the wise old bedrock at Blair General for the next six movies with such actors as Philip Dorn, Van Johnson, Keye Luke and James Craig.

[NOTE TO CHAN FANS! . . .  Keye Luke took his Gillespie role of Dr. Lee Wong How over to Andy Hardy’s Blond Trouble (1944), which is more than the other young doctors in the Kildare/Gillespie series managed to do!  It was spelled “Howe” in those credits for some reason.]

Couple new characters and a new director, Willis Goldbech, and you  start off with a new slant of stories. 

The first one, Calling Dr. Gillespie, involves what would now be called a case of stalking the venerable Dr. Leonard Gillespie.

Battie Belle wouldn’t have wasted her time!

She’d have gone after one of Gillespie’s new assistants!
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(Philip Dorn as Dr. Gerniede and Keye Luke as Dr. How)
They  also brought up World War II, with special mention several times of Dr. Lee Wong How and the Nationalist Chinese Army, not to mention returning psychos, anorexics, showgirls and touchy surgeries.
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(Jean Hrsholt)

Now for Dr. Christian!
Twentieth Century-Fox decided to make several movies about Dr. Alan Roy Dafoe, the country doctor who delivered the Dionne quintuplets in 1936 in Collendar, Ontario, Canada.
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(Dr. Dafoe and the Dionne quintuplets)
Hollywood could never let a good thing get past so the powers that be (and still are!) decided that such a caring and warm-hearted doctor would make a smash hit especially given the continued interest in the quints.
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They even used the quints in the cartoon, CooCoo Nut Grove (1936)!
Hollywood turned to an actor known for his diverse field of roles and who caused the Academy of Arts and Science to name a Humanitarian Award after him . . . Jean Hersholt.
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Hersholt’s acting ranged from being the gruff but lovable grandfather in Heidi (1937) to putting a bite into crime as Baron von Zindon in Mark of the Vampire (1935)!
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However, www.imdb.com listings for the movies are just a mite curious.

The first movie, The Country Doctor (1936), had Jean Hersholt listed as “Dr. John Luke” in the cast credits along with the quints in the story about 

[a] country doctor has a rough time obtaining money

for delivering his services in a lumber town until he delivers
the Dionne quintuplets.
The next one, Reunion (1936), still had Hersholt as Dr. Luke:

The Chamber of Commerce brings together the

Donne quintuplets and other people Dr. John Luke de-
livered.  He hands out wisdom and advice to all.
The last movie about the new national treasure of Canadian babies was Five of a Kind (1938 – why so two years later is anybody’s guess!) and Hersholt is (finally!) listed as Dr. Dafoe!

At four-and-a-half the Dionne quintuplets in their 

third movie – singing, dancing, playing with puppies,

being charming. 
Problems arose about acquiring rights to movies on the good doctor so Hollywood did what the powers that be did what they did best in these situations.

Adapt the truth!

And come up with a series that lasted as long as the ones about the real Doctor Dafore and ended up with twice as many movies!


So there!
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(Rosemary De Camp as the Nurse, Judy Price, and Jean Hersholt as 

Dr. Christian on the long-running Dr. Christian radio show.)

Since they couldn’t use Dafore’s name, they had to give their new hero a new name so Hersholt became Dr. Christian at least in part since his favorite author was Hans Christian Anderson.


The Dr Christian story was developed into a radio series in 1937 that lasted for 15 years where Dr. Kildare, on the other  hand, didn’t arrive on radio until 1949 and only lasted a couple of years.

RKO got the rights to bring the series to the movies and started things off with Meet Dr. Christian (1938).

[image: image56.jpg]



(Rosemary de Camp)


Romance was provided by Nurse Judy Price (Rosemary de Camp on the radio and Dorothy Lovett in the movies and Pharmacist Roy Davis (Robert Baldwin) since Dr. Christian was single and middle-aged.

The good doctor had his office in his home and housekeeper Mrs. Hastings (played beautifully by Maude Ebourne) to take care of him.


She was a live-in housekeeper but there was never a hint of any hanky-panky going on.


And Battie Belle had relatives who could tell such things before the rest of us could even blink!


Yowza!


Dr. Christian tackled such topics as weight loss programs, business frauds, social ills and lost relatives.


When did he have time for a medical practice?

As a matter of fact, the only real difference between our medical heroes is where they practiced.


The Dr. Kildare/Gillespie stories concentrated on New York City and Dr. Christian was placed in River’s End, Minnesota, with frequent forays to Chicago and New York City.


Both series also had emphasis on helping your fellowman—and woman!—but Dr. Christian pulled it off in a wise and grandfatherly way.


Think Gillespie on pain medication and antidepressants!


Apparently Gillespie could prescribe for everybody but himself!


Meet Dr. Chirstian (1939) introduces us to the good doctor and his neighbors as the good doctor strives to make his fellow citizens understand their need for a hospital.

Jon Hewitt (Paul Harvey) becomes Mayor with Dr. Christian’s help in hopes that the businessman can help get the funding up for the new hospital.

Mayor Hewitt decides to call a halt to Dr. Christian’s plans in favor of his own more progressive plans and the two men clash soon after at a town picnic.


Everyone is stunned as the mayor fires the good doctor on the spot and that’s how things remain until Mayor Hewitt’s son drives recklessly and causes Pasty Hewitt serious injury. 


Hewitt calls in a specialist for his daughter’s operation.


The ensuing waiting and the specialist’s saying that Dr. Christian was the only doctor who could have done the operation brings Mayor Hewitt to his senses and pledges money for the hospital.


NOTE:  Patsy Lee Parson played Patsy Hewitt in Meet Dr. Christian (1939) and we are lucky enough to see her again in two other Christian entries:  Melody for Three (1941 – with Fay Wray, no less!) and They Meet Again (1941).

Miss Parson was under-utilized in Hollywood with half her career spent in early television programs and it’s a shame because she was as natural an actress at a young age as Hollywood ever saw.
THE B-FEATURE:  

A DAY AT THE RACES;
Or, Calling Dr. Quackenbush . . . 
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A Day at the Races (1937) was the ninth movie that the Marx Brothers made in Hollywood but only their second M-G-M movie . . . the first being A Night at the Opera (1935).

The Marx Brothers’ humor is as funny as ever but these two movies have a glossiness that their earlier ones lack, partly because they had more at their disposal at M-G-M and partly because the art of motion pictures had come the farthest there.

But Groucho, Harpo and Chico are still their same zany selves!
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(Maureen O’Sullivan as Jane in the Tarzan series

and Margaret Dumont)
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Groucho is featured as Dr. Hugo Z. Hackenbush, a veterinarian in Florida until he is summoned to help Judy Standish (Maureen O’Sullivan) save her sanitarium and Evelyn Upjohn (Margaret Dumont) to provide the funding for her.

[image: image61.jpg]



(Leonard Creely and Douglas Dumbrille)


You know that Chico and Harpo will show up as Tony and Stuffy to help keep J. D. Morgan (Douglas Dumbrille) and Whitmore (Leonard Creeley) from conniving to steal the health resort from Judy.

One scene has Dr. Groucho . . . er, Hackenbush . . . installed in his office trying to stop his nemesis, Whitmore (Leonard Creeley), from calling Florida to find out about Hackenbush’s medical background.


It’s absolutely hysterical as Groucho manages to get Whitmore on the line and then uses his desk fan and intercom to switch back and forth as Hackenbush and the Florida Medical Association to thoroughly befuddle and almost befoul Whitmore.


“Dr. Hackenbush’s” medical skills are shown off (accent on off!) first in a scene where he’s examining Stuffy (Harpo) so Tony (Chico) can get him into a room, steak and a shapely nurse.
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This is one of the Marx Brothers’ funniest scenes in their entire film career with Harpo eating the thermometer Groucho puts in his mouth and returns the favor by sticking a hypodermic of pain-killer in Groucho’s leg!


This is soon followed by J.D. Morgan and Whitmore insist that Hackenbush re-examine Mrs. Upjohn. . . .
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(Leonard Creeley, Sig Ruman as Dr. Steinberg, Margaret Dumont, Chico and Groucho.

The Marx Brothers all end up, again, in turning Hackenbush’s office/lab into mayhem as they try to keep Groucho’s past . . . well . . . past while working around what looks like very real medical equipment.

A very scary idea when you stop to think what the Marx Brothers could do if they decided to start using that stuff!
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NOTE FROM BATTIE BELLE:  There is so much more to A Day at the Races but B.B. is leaving it for a later issue of TOMM for her Cousin Maven to do up properly.

Thanks for being so nice and making her feel like the Battie Belle of the Ball!
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