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FROM MAVEN’S DESK:  

Groucho and Gorillas

Okay, so Groucho and the gorilla aren’t in the same movie.


Groucho Marx is in one of the Marx Brothers’ glossier movies, A Day at the Races (1937) with Maureen O’Sullivan and Allan Jones.

We are treated to the usual Marx antics but there are those that defy description, although Maven will give them her darndest!


Maven was also able to find an audio link and its accompanying text that was cut from the movie . . . the introduction of Groucho’s character, Dr. Hackenbush.


Maven also found a link to his well-know song, Lydia, the Tattooed Lady, at www.geocities.com/flatbush_skp/lydia.wav.  You might want to check it out yourself before you let the kids hear it!


Then there is The Gorilla (1939) with the Ritz Brothers whose memory pales compared to the Marx Brothers but this movie works just as well as an old-dark-house mystery as a comedy.


We also get Bela Lugosi and Lionel Atwill in it as well as other possible red herrings so check it out on Turner Classic Movie Channel when you can get the channel.


And anytime you see one of these old movies with such a fake gorilla, check out the Special Effects section on How to Make a Gorilla!
QUOTE OF THE MONTH:

     Groucho Marx
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This month the quote is a mp3 link to a song that was deleted from the Marx Brothers’ movie, A Day at the Races (1937) with Groucho being introduced as Dr. Hackenbush.
[Warning:  This is on a continuous loop.]

www.geocities.com/flatbush_skp/hackenbush.mp3 or

the text at www.geocities.com/flatbush_skp/hackenbush.html 

BLOOPERS:  

      Charlie Chan’s Secret (1936)
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(Gloria Roy as Carlotta, Rosina Lawrence as Alice Lowell, Astrid 

Allwyn as Janice Gaige and Warner Oland as Charlie Chan)


This is one of Maven’s favorite publicity stills . . . it’s not only from her favorite Chan movie but has a blooper in it.


The photographer should have been more careful about the angle he shot the actors from since he got somebody in the background in the mirror, upper left-hand corner.


And headless at that! 


One of the things that frequently mark a Charlie Chan Fan is that we’ve enjoyed watching the movies in the series so many times that we almost make a sport of who can catch the most bloopers.
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(The Oakland Bay Bridge)


Plus we have an advantage in Charlie Chan Fans being all over the map and can share details like Chan flies over what is most likely the Oakland Bay Bridge to reach the Lowell home in San Francisco.  I have Rush Glick of www.charliechan.info for that!
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(Francis Ford as the salvage boat captain and 

Warner Oland as Charlie Chan)

The bridge reminds me of the scene at the start of the movie with Charlie hired to look for a prodigal son, Allan Colby, who was reported to be on the boat.

One of them brings up a briefcase that is dripping water . . . .  Duh!


The close up, however, shows it to be bone dry and the papers inside look like they’ve never BEEN wet.


Maybe the temperature that day was warm enough to quick-dry things but to look like they had never been wet . . . ?  This whole scene begs the question of how the villain knew that Allan Colby would be on it and headed home?!


And when would he reach home?!
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(Jerry Miley as Allan Colby)


Did the villain beat Colby home to hide in the walls of the family home, ready to throw a knife through a panel in the wall and kill Colby the first time?

There is a simple blooper when the story gets back to San Francisco and the Colby House.


Charles Quigley, as newspaperman Dick Williams, has an appointment there to meet Rosina Lawrence as Alice Lowell.


A crashing sound in the séance room has them on the run, only to discover that the spirit there was Lucifer, a black cat and hardly an unearthly being!
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(Rosina  Lawrence as Alice Lowell, Charles Quigley 

as Dick Williams and Oland as Chan)


Dick (Quigley) and Alice (Lawrence) continue talking in the séance room and he continues to shift his arms as he rests them on the nearest chair, depending on the shot used.

That evidently didn’t bother the spirits in the séance room nearly as much as it does Maven!!


On to other bloopers . . . !


Who opened up the secret panel during Carlotta’s séance and propped Allan Colby up?  If you look closely . . . you can see the now supposedly dead Colby push himself away from the door frame, which is the only way you could explain it since nobody else in the scene was in a position to do it!


And who turned the spirit music on for the séance?

Charlie eventually finds out its source but not how it gets switched on.
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(Warner Oland as Chan, Gloria Roy as Carlotta and Arthur 

Edmund Carewe as Professor Bowen in the background)


And speaking of being switched on . . . Chan and Fred Gaige (Edward Trevor) leave Colby House, passing the Séance Room window plainly showing they left the lights on.


Now the Greenistas would be up in arms! 


There is a poor vase that gets the worse for wear after Chan discovers how Mrs. Lowell was shot at.


First, Charlie moves it, saying, “Please excuse atrocious libel on Chinese vase.”  Is he referring to his moving it or to the decoration on it?!  And why is it just sitting around with water in it?
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(Warner Oland as Chan and Herbert 

Mundent as Baxter the butler)


Second, Baxter the butler comes into the house with flowers and discovers the vase on the table.  He either doesn’t seem to realize that there is water in the vase until it’s been shot, spewing water all over him or isn’t surprised that it’s been moved from where he left it.

The now watered-down Baxter immediately runs and jumps onto the police chief only to appear completely dry in the close up. 

And one irritant (for Maven, anyway!) from the pay-off:

* POSSIBLE SPOILER *

Charlie Chan has all the suspects in the séance room for the denouement and starts telling everybody why they are suspected.


The only problem is that he includes Lawyer Warren T. Phelps (Jonathan Hale) in the pack with the explanation that he, Phelps, had been loosing in the stock market.


That isn’t kosher.


Why spring a possible villain on us at the last minute with a reason out of the blue when we already have a healthy handful of suspected characters?!


Were the writers afraid that Allen Colby would come back and haunt them if they didn’t?!
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May the Loch Ness Monster haunt their dreams into perpetuity!
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(The Loch Ness Monster –
Or, Nessie!)
SPECIAL EFFECTS: 

How to Make A Gorilla
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(From http://blog.modernmechanix.com/2996/08/01/) 


Maven would definitely hate to meet this guy in a back alley . . . unless she had King Kong’s number!


Hollywood produced “ape” movies in movies with Bela Lugsoi like Murders in the Rue Morgue (1932), The Gorilla (1939 – See B Feature) and The Ape Man (1943) with Boris Karloff as an ape man (surprise!).
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(Guess which ape is Bela Lugsoi in makeup?!)

Boris Karloff was in The Ape (1940) that was on par with Lugosi’s The Ape Man.
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(No confusion here as to who

 is who but the movie . . . .!)

In 1940’s The Ape, Boris is a scientist trying to cure a young girl’s polio but needs to get spinal fluid.

He takes the opportunity of an ape breaking into his home to start running around the countryside to “borrow” some of the vital fluid he needs.

Just don’t ask Maven how Karloff goes from having an actor in a gorilla suit breaking into his home into being the actor in the gorilla suit killing for their body fluid.

Kids today would break into laughing at the first sight of these “gorillas” from this period!  Maven has been laughing at them since she was a child just a few minutes ago!

What still amazes Maven is King Kong, the original 1933 version.
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(King Kong and Fay Wray as Ann Darrow in the 1933 original)

You can see what Maven means in this still from the movie with Kong looking so real, even though he’s the product of stop-motion photography, and Fay Wray looks fuzzy as she was probably show from rear projection onto the screen behind Kong.

It took Hollywood decades before the gorillas in movies caught up to the special effects of Hollywood. 

Seems to Maven that the script, acting and directing of the sequels and remakes never have caught up to the all-round excellence of King Kong from 1933!
Thank goodness for DVD’s and collector editions!
WEBSITE OF THE MONTH: 

www.pulpanddagger.com/canuck/Kong_mask.html

The link to this website is called “Man in an Ape Suit” and goes with this month’s Special Effects of “How to Make a Gorilla.”


And Maven isn’t talking about the dating scene here either!
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After all, who’d want to date this guy when he needs a good orthodontist?! 


Maven will still put the Fay Wray version of King Kong up all comers!


So enjoy!
CHILDREN’S CORNER: 

Nancy Drew (2007)
Article from The Reader’s Digest©; June, 2007; page 204:
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The Hollywood Road Test*  

By Emma Roberts


One of the reasons I was excited to get the part of teenage detective Nancy Drew in the upcoming film was that I’d get to drive!  I was only 14, and I knew that in her books, Nancy drove an old blue roadster.  Sure enough, in the movie, she spends a lot of time cruising around Los Angeles, exploring. For the car scenes, I sat in a vintage sports car on a trailer, pulled by a truck, and pretended to steer.


I was so busy acting like I was driving that I didn’t use my real-life permit a lot until the movie wrapped.  Despite all that time behind the wheel with the cameras rolling, I couldn’t believe how much focus you need for real driving.  When my Mom and I went to the DMV to get my permit, I convinced her to let me drive home.  But after a few blocks, we both decided it was best if we pull over and trade seats.  I finally got my license last April.


I learned a lot filming Nancy Drew—especially that no matter how much time you spend behind the wheel on a movie shoot, getting your driver’s license is still a major milestone in life.  And even though Mom says I can’t get a car until I prove I’m a responsible driver, I’ve got my eye on a black Land Rover.









As told to LINDSAY MILLER


If Maven remembers (and she’s darn well likely to in this instance), Nancy Drew got a new blue roadster in The Password to Larkspur Lane (1933) to replace her maroon one.

The earliest she could find was this one from 1936!
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(A blue roadster from 1936)
MAVEN’S BOOKSHELF:   Hildegard Withers by Stuart Palmer


These are the books that the movie series of Hildegard Withers is based.


If you love the literary mysteries of the thirties like Agatha Christie, Sherlock Holmes and Philo Vance, you’ll love Stuart Palmer’s books about this public school teacher.

The only problem is finding them!


They are well-worth the hunt on eBay or used book stores (online or otherwise!) because Palmer has created an American female detective whom we could pit against Christie’s Jane Marple any day of the week.


One that is great good fun to read and then compare the original to the movie version.

Believe Maven that these books are well worth the effort to find.

Especially if you have a little reading nook, a glass of wine and a biscuit or two . . . or a dang good reason for making one for yourself!
MAVEN’S SERIES:    


Hildegard Withers

Thank goodness for the Turner Classic Movie channel on cable so we can still get the Hildegard Withers’ movies!


There were six Withers’ movies based on the Withers books by Stuart Palmer and they are great good fun to watch.

Are they perfect?


No, there is unfortunate stereotyping even in the first one, The Penguin Pool Murder in 1932 with one of Withers’ students being Jewish.  Maven can’t even try to convey his Jewish “Speak” much less how she treats him.


Ironically, Bruce Cabot was also in King Kong (1933) with Fay Wray but his appearance here  gives him a chance to work with another two Hollywood legend in Edna May Oliver as Withers and Mae Clarke as Gwen Parker.

This movie was a delight to watch and set up the interaction between teacher Withers and Police Inspector Oscar Piper . . . she’s so sarcastic in helping him solve the case that it’s impossible to understand why they’d run off to get married at the end of the movie. 


Penguin Poole Murder turned out to be so successful that they brought back Withers and Piper back for five more movies.


Oliver was in the next two, Murder on the Blackboard and Murder on a Honeymoon where she winds up on Catalina Island with a movie being made in a movie . . . but with more stereotyping with Willie Best as “Sleep ‘n’ Eat” as a slow-thinking character in the movie.


Otherwise, all three are charming mysteries with a real whodunit attitude and amazingly with a Lady Detective in it!


There were three other Withers movies, the first one with Helen Broderick (Broderick’s mother).


Murder on a Bridal Path (1936) is as good an entry in the series as those with Oliver with James Gleason continuing as Oscar Piper, as mystery and sparring match with Gleason and Broderick giving off the same sparks that he did with Oliver.


Need Maven mention that it involved horses?!


The other two are good mysteries but they have Zasu Pitts as Hildegarde Withers:  The Plot Thickens (1936) and Forty Naughty Girls (137).

They have great scripts, production values, casts but . . . Zasu Pitts?


The Plot Thickens involves a millionaire, his staff and thieves in a museum where Forty Naughty Girls is set backstage of a theatre when Inspector Piper takes Miss Withers to a revue.

Her Withers solves the cases but her screen presence is so irritating in these stories.  Maven enjoys seeing other movies with Pitts but she just doesn’t work after Oliver and Broderick?!


You can still find them all on the Turner Classic Movie Channel but look for the ones with Edna May Oliver and Helen Broderick.


They’ll be well worth the popcorn!
UNIVERSAL MONSTER GENEALOGY:

Frankenstein Meets the Wolf Man (1943)
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We now come to where Universal Studios finally starts bringing their Classic Horror Monsters together.

Frankenstein Meets the Wolf Man in 1944, two years after Ghost of Frankenstein but the story is set four years later as two grave-robbers break into the Talbot mausoleum Llenwellyan, Wales, to open the coffin of poor Larry, aka Lon Chaney and “Wolfie” to Maven.


They picked a bad time because the moon comes through the window onto Larry’s face, causing him to return to life so subtly that he catches them unaware.
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(Lon Chaney, Jr., as the Wolf Man)


One of them manages to escape and Chaney follows him out to find himself in London in Queen’s Hospital in Cardiff with Patric Knowles as his doctor and Dennis Hoey as Inspector Owen.
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(Patrick Knowles as Dr. Mannering and 

Dennis Hoey as Inspector Owen)


Yes, that Dennis Hoey who played Inspector Lestrade to Basil Rathbone’s Sherlock Holmes in another Universal Series.


As Knowles and Hoey go to Llynwellyan to identify the Wolf Man, he breaks out of restraints to go looking for help.


Maven knows what that means.  


Look for at least two more sequels.


So Chaney’s Wolf Man meets up with Maria Ouspenskaya, who had been around when her son, Bela, bit Chaney.
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(Maria Ouspenskaya as Maleva)


She says she knows somebody who can help him . . . they get as far as Vaseria when they meet up with Ilona Massey as Baroness Elsa Frankenstein.
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(Ilona Massey as Baroness

Elsa Frankenstein)


Great, the son of Frankenstein, Wolf von Frankenstien was married to an Elsa and his brother, Ludwig, had a daughter named Elsa (Evelyn Ankers), which begs the question . . . who’s daughter is she?!


Knowles catches up with them with Chaney after he’s met the Baroness Elsa Frankenstein.

Chaney gets away only to find a frozen Bela Lugosi as the Frankenstien Monster from the last monster, ironically since Lugosi had originally refused to do it back in 1931.
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(Dwight Frye as Renfield in 1931’s Dracula)


And another irony is that Dwight Frye is also in this picture as a plain vanilla villager, a radical departure from the Renfield (Dracula) and Fritz (Frankenstein) that he had played earlier in the series in 1931.
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(Lon Chaney and Bela Lugosi)


So Chaney thaws Lugosi out to help him find the Frankenstien papers so he can find help.


The papers aren’t found until Knowles, Ouspenskaya and Massey go to the castle at the behest of the villagers.


Face it . . . .  Villagers never learn.


You know what happens:  They find the papers and Knowles’ Dr. Mannering just can’t bear to let the opportunity go of seeing the Monster at his full power.
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(Ilona Massey as Elsa Frankenstein—

Voice of common sense or whiner-in-the-way?)


So we get the Wolf Man battling the Monster.
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(Lon Chaney as the Wolf Man in a 

battle of “Furball Vs. Flat Top”!)


And while they bounce off each other in a scene where the audience can see the “special effects” like fine wire pulling the lab machine forward while Chaney as “Wolfie” on it . . . the village recalcitrant leaves his bar and blows up the dam feeding the castle’s electricity.


So Knowles and Massey live and Chaney and Lugosi get frozen again.


Except is it Lugosi that they dig up in the next installment?


And why do we have another installment?!


And which one is it?!
Universal  Monster Genealogy

Dracula (1931)    Frankenstein (1931)




|

    |*Heinrich  Werewolf of London (1932)



|

    |
                               |
         Invisible Man (1933)



|

    |


       |


        |



|   The Bride of Frankenstein (1935)       |

       
        |

Dracula’s Daughter (1936)
    |

                   |
     

        |



|

    |

                   |
     
                    |





    |

                   |
     

        |



|        Son of Frankenstein (1939)             |
     

        |




   |   Wolf* &  Elsa  |
   
        |  Invisible Man Returns (1940)

|
   |          |Peter         |
The Wolf Man (1941)     
         |

               |   Ghost of Frankenstein (1942)  |                                  | 



|
   |
                    |   Ludwig         |

                     |

Son of Dracula (1943) |          
             |  Elsa           | ______
         |


|             |Frankenstein Meets the Wolf Man (1944) |
         |



|

      

 |   Elsa ( ?* )
      
 |
         |



|




|

 |
         |



?




?

 ?
         ?
         
THE MAIN EVENT:  

  A Day at the Races (1937)
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The Marx Brothers.


Groucho, Chico, Harpo.


You’re a fan of the Marx Brothers if you know the name of the fourth Marx Brother . . . Zeppo . . . but can you name the fourth Marx Brother?!
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(From the top: Groucho, Zeppo, Harpo, Chico and, yes, Gummo!)


So what does Gummo have to do with A Day at the Races?


Nothing, since he turned out to be a theatrical agent, but Maven came across this picture and couldn’t waste it!


If you doubt Maven’s word (sob!), you can go to www.marx-brothers.org/living/gummo.html! 
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(Chico, Groucho and Harpo Marx)


But A Day at the Races is one of Maven’s favorite of their movies.


There is some debate as to which period of their film career is better, the earlier Paramount era or their tenure at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, but this has a side of Groucho Marx that their audience rarely got to see.


More about that later.


First we find out that Maureen O’Sullivan is Judy Standish, owner of the Standish Sanitarium that is in financial trouble.  She’s also about to loose her star border, Margaret Dumont as Emily Upjohn.

Then Harpo enters as Tony, Maureen’s faithful handyman who overhears Dumont praise the doctor she had in Florida . . . Dr. Hackenbush played by Groucho Marx, of course.


Turns out that he’s really a horse doctor but his arrival at the sanitarium gives Maureen a grace period before Douglass Dumbrille (J.D. Morgan) and his side-kick Leonard Creeley (Whitmore) can legally claim the place in forclosure.


Horse-lovers will enjoy a side story of Allan Jones (Gil Stewart) who buys a horse, High Hat, in hopes that the winnings that it brings in from racing will save Maureen’s place.


Guess who Allan bought his horse from?  Douglass Dumbrille who also enjoys kicking around Stuffy, played by Harpo Marx, who becomes Allan’s new jockey.


Boy loves girl, boy buys horse and girl gets ticked off at him.


Allan and Chico decide to bet on his horse but don’t have the cash.


This is one of the most memorable scenes in this movie:  Tony and his Tootsie-Fruitsie Ice Cream wagon meet Groucho and con Groucho out of his money so they can bet.
Groucho does himself as he goes into one of the funniest parts of the movie shortly thereafter as he carries on a “long-distance” call with Leonard Creeley as Whitmore, a bad guy.  He simply pretends to be from the Medical Society in Florida that Creeley is trying to reach to get the dirt on Hackenbush, in Southern accents that nobody knew Groucho could pull off.


It’s like a ping-pong game watching them go back and forth the telephone and intercom as Groucho simulates a hurricane with his desk fan to evade answering Creeley’s questions.

Maven wasn’t that limber when she was ten years old, although she can get creative even at the ripe old age of ten years old.

Then comes the most memorable scene that Maven remembers with Groucho:

Groucho tries to tell Maureen O’Sullivan that he’s not who she thinks he is.


Will he tell  her about himself or not.


It’s a very touching scene but you suddenly find yourself rooting for Grouch as he struggles for Judy’s sake as he is humbled by her faith in him.


Does that mood take over the movie?


Heck, no!

There’s the exam scenes!
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(Chico, Harpo and Groucho)


This is the scene when Groucho is “examining” Harpo. 


This scene should never be shown to children under the age of eighteen since it shows Harpo not only eating a thermometer but shooting Groucho’s leg up with Novocain!  Maven doesn’t want to see parents left without a leg to stand on because of their kids!
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And imagine the sedate and dignified Margaret Dumont being examined . . . !  
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(Leonard Creeley, Sig Ruman, Margaret 
Dumont, Chico and Harpo Marx)
It becomes more a Marx Free-For-All with all three of the brothers and Sig Ruman and Leonard Creeley all over the room with Dumont in the most undignified positions possible!
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(Esther Muir, Groucho, Chico and Harpo Marx)


There is a water carnival interlude with Allan Jones singing, Vivien Fay performs a ballet you’d never expect in a Marx movie and then Harpo and Groucho do their musical routines as they try to run from the law.


Then there is the scene with Esther Muir as the treacherous Flo Marlowe trying to set Groucho up for a fall when she goes to his room to have dinner.  Her aim is to have dessert on Groucho when Leonard Creeley shows up with Margaret Dumont.


No surprise that Chico and Harpo Marx show up in time to turn a set-up into a laugh in as they save Groucho and paste her to the . . . wall, shall we say?!
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(Harpo, Chico, Allan Jones, Maureen O’Sullivan and Grouch)

This picture is a scene that has something for everyone:  The voice of Allan Jones (Jack’s father) and one of the most stereotypical scenes in Hollywood’s history.
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(Dorothy Dandridge is supposed to be in this scene that features 

Ivy Anderson from Duke Ellington’s Orchestra)


This isn’t a great shot of that scene of A Day at the Races but it’s the only one Maven could find.  That’s part of the stereotypical part.


The good news, such as it is, is that we have some wonderful talent preserved for prosperity.

The audience isn’t really told where the barn is that the Marx Brothers and Allan Jones are hiding Jones’ horse but it’s close enough for O’Sullivan to bring them blankets.  


We do find out quickly that it’s in the midst of where the Negroes life:  the kids are out playing in the yard, some of the adults are in one room singing the blues while other adults are jazzing things up in what looks to be a roadhouse nearby.


Harpo pulls a Pied Piper and gets them all in the barn, whooping it up with the likes of Ivy Anderson, the singer with Duke Ellington’s Orchestra who may have been the band members in the act.


We are also treated to several pairs of swing dancers, one of whom is reputed to  have been the young Dorothy Dandridge.


By the time the bad guys show up to break things up, we have completely forgotten Allan Jones’ singing earlier!


But fair play is in order and the Marx Brothers help insure that Allan’s horse gets into the race and wins so boy wins money, gives girl the money and her sanitarium is saved!


Oh, and we are entertained by the sight of Groucho’s Hackenbush confessing that he’s a horse doctor and proposes to Dumont’s Upjohn . . .  and she accepts!
THE B-FEATURE:  


The Gorilla (1939)
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(Bela Lugosi and the Ritz Brothers)

This is one of those old dark house mysteries with a twist.

The Ritz Brothers—Jimmy, Harry and Al—are the “Acme Detective Agency . . . Night and Day.” 
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 (The Ritz Brothers)
You’d really get your money’s worth from this group, in laughs, if you enjoy the humor of the Ritz Brothers who are halfway between the Marx Brothers and the Three Stooges.

One major difference that Maven has found is that trying to tell them apart is difficult if you didn’t grow up with them in their hayday.

The Gorilla was the final movie in their Paramount contract but this is worth watching from Maven’s point of view.

Paramount’s series entries like those in the Boston Blackie and Crime Doctor series are definitely second stringers when it comes to production values but The Gorilla is worth your time and popcorn.

Among them is the script:  It is top-notch in its story-telling of a businessman threatened by a maniac-killer called . . . what else?! . . . The Gorilla.

The feel is at least faintly creepy with the house the requisite old, dark and rainy mysteries with none other than Bela Lugois as Peters, the butler, and Lionel Atwill as the businessman, Walter Stevens. 
[As a matter of fact, the foyer and office of this house are scene in Charlie Chan at Treasure Island, another 1939 movie.]
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(Patsy Kelly as Kitty, the maid)

We also have Patsy Kelly as Kitty who had made her own series of comedies with Thelma Todd between 1931 and 1935, the year of “Hot Toddy’s” death in what is still one of Hollywood’s best-known mysteries.

The Gorilla starts off with news of a series of murders by a maniac.


Three guesses how he is described!


The Gorilla leaves notes for his intended victims instead of spending the time finding the services of a good barber.


We are then shown an old, dark—with four floors and a central tower—house with an open window up on the third floor, where we find a big hairy arm reaching over the roof.  It next appears in Kelly’s window to attach a note to her shoulder as she finishes reading Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.

She takes one look at this hardly-cute fur ball and runs for company.


Where else would you run for in such a large house and some Cousin Itt from The Addams Family on steroids running around?!

[image: image41.jpg]


    [image: image42.jpg]



(Bela Lugosi as Peters and Lionel Atwill as Walter Stevens)

This is where Stevens and Peters show up.

Turns out that Stevens has gotten one of the Gorilla’s threatening notes and decides to call in some private detectives against the advice of Peters, the butler.

Peters and Kitty leave the room as Stevens settles to use the phone.


He makes to somebody that Stevens begs for time to come up with what he owes the stranger and a call to send a radiogram to his niece, Norma Denby, that it is “vitally important” for her to come to his house because it’s very important.

The audience get to see somebody’s shadow thrown onto the windows behind him . . . .  At this point there are only Stevens, Peters and Kitty in the house.
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(Anita Louise as Norma Denby and 

Edward Norris as Jack Marsden)


Norma and Jack Marsden arrive and announce Uncle Walter that they’ve decided to get married the day after tomorrow as “Unc” gets an upset look on his face.


Norma gets so creeped out by the house and all and Peters informing them that the car they came in isn’t working doesn’t help

Hmm.


Maven has to wonder how the car suddenly quit working and why Marsden insist that they get the heck out of Dodge—er, the house—by walking if necessary.


Someone throws a stone with a note tied to it through the window, again from the Gorilla and Stevens has to explain why he was so insistent on seeing her.


Oh . . . that. 


He just wanted to let her know what was what that she would inherit if anything happened to him.


Right and Maven is Martha Washington.


Stevens asks Kitty to show the young couple upstairs so they can freshen up.


She takes the opportunity to tell Stevens that she is giving her two-week notice.


“I know it’s usual to give notice.”


“Why, Kitty, are you trying to tell me you are leaving?”


“Oh, no, sir, I am trying to tell you I have left you.”


“Why, Kitty, you’re perfectly safe, besides . . . we have guests, you haven’t the heart to leave me now.”

“My heart is willing but I’m going to have an awful time convincing the rest of me.”

The Ritz Brothers show up in an open car with only an umbrella covering them up to the point that whichever one is driving can only be recognized by his eyes staring through eye-shaped holes in the umbrella.


Didn’t they used to do that during Prohibition?!


They end up using Marsden’s car as a break to stop their car.


They welcome the job until they find out the possible object of their job is . . . The Gorilla.


How many “r’s” in The Gorilla?


The Gorill . . . The Gori . . . The Gorgorgor . . . illa?


Now we know that they didn’t have a roof on their car because they couldn’t afford it!


They go on their merry way to investigate just who is what in this house.


The Gorilla does get more suspects in Joseph Calleia as a stranger skulking around the house and Paul Harvey, the stranger that Stevens calls who suspiciously sounds like the mysterious broadcasts that seems to be all the radio puts out.

There are lots of hidden rooms and a carnival worker looking for his trained gorilla who were hired to entertain at the house and Ritz Brother lines like


“I’ve solved a mystery!”


“What?”


“Hash!”


“Hash?!?!?!”


“Well, isn’t hash a mystery?!”


Maven warned you they were a cross between the Marx Brothers and the Three Stooges!
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(Bela Lugosi and “friends.”)

Maven has one question . . . This picture is supposed to be from The Gorilla but it’s nowhere in the movie.  All Maven can thing is if that’s true then they must have had some pretty rambunctious publicity shots!

NOTE:  Maven taped this movie off a local channel a few years ago and the station augmented the movie with an Bela Lugosi interview from the early fifties after he had appeared in Dracula in London for six months.  It’s a fascinating piece that Maven wishes was commercially available from late in Lugosi’s life.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
MAVEN’S CREAM OF THE CROP!
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CHARLIE CHAN FAMILY – This is Rush Glick’s superb website devoted to the Great Chinese Detective based in Honolulu.


Rush is not only a gracious friend and teacher to Maven (among many!) but now he’s an expert that Fox Studio interviewed in their featurettes included in the boxed sets of their newly restored and released Chan DVDs.


Just click on www.charliechan.info!
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CHARLIE CHAN.NET – Kurt Schmidt has the message board that’s like a coffee house for Chan-aholics and has been around for some 10 years . . . longer than some marriages that Maven has known!


It’s just a click to www.charliechan.net!

TORY’S MYSTERY MOVIES – Maven has been getting movies from Doug Palmer for more years than she’s had her blogs and websites!


Doug has movies that Maven has never heard of . . . he’s that good! . . . plus various TV series and all worth checking out at www.torysmysterymovies.com/TorysAboutUs.cfm! 
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(Trillo and Suede’s Boxford Park and Lady Sarah)

TRILLO AND SUEDE – This is a link to Jonathan Geffner’s short subject, Boxford Park, starring his Trillo and Suede in a dummy noir story at www.trilloandsuede.com/movie.html. 


You can download the movie at www.trilloandsuede.com/movielink.html that stars Lady Sarah, a delightful lady who can also be found at www.geffner.com.

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
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